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FOREWOCRD

1., Purpose and scope. The purpose of this manual is to
present information necessary for the optimum hydrauwlic operation
of Whittier Narrows Dam. The manual contains: (a) general
descriptive information pertaining to the drainage area and
project, (b) detailed information on the Los Angeles District's
organization and methods for effecting the hydraulic operation of
the project, (c) an explanation of the plan of operation, and
(d) pertinent data required for the operation of the dam,

2. The Hydrology and Reservoir Regulation Section of the
Planning and Reports Branch, Engineering Division, is responsible
for the preparation of this manual and for keeping the manmal up to
date., Suggested revisions should be forwarded, through channels,
to that Section.,
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PART A
GENERAL | NFORMATI ON

VWH TTI ER NARROAS FLOCD- CONTRCL RESERVO R
SAN GABRI EL RI VER BASI N, CALI F.

1. Authority.--The authority for the preparation of this
manual is contained in paragraph 4220.01, Oders and Regul ati ons,
O fice, Chief of Engineers (ER 1110-2-240, 1130-2-301). Detailed
instructions pertaining to the contents of the manual are contai ned
in part CXXXVI of the Engineering Manual, Civil Wrks Construction
dat ed August 1951 and title "Reservoir Regul ation" (EM 1110-2-3600).

2. Scope.--This manual contains general descriptive infor-
mati on pertaining to the drainage area and project, information on
the Los Angeles District's organization and nmethods for effecting
hydraul i c operation of the project, detailed informati on on plans
of operation, and pertinent data required for the operation of the
pr oj ect.

3. Project history and authorization.--The San Gabriel River
and the Rio Hondo flow through a natural gap in the hills that
formthe southern boundary of the San Gabriel Valley. This gap is
known as Whittier Narrows. A dam across the Narrows for the
pur pose of flood control and conservation was considered by the
Los Angeles County Flood Control District early in 1930. This
organi zati on nmade studi es and prepared plans for construction of
the damuntil about 1934 when an application was nade to the
Federal Energency Adm nistration of the Public Wrks for | oans and
grants to construct the dam A special board of review, appointed
by the Public Wrks Administration to review the application
rendered an adverse report due to technical reasons. On 27 March
1935, the application was w thdrawn.

4. The Flood Control Act of 22 June 1936 included authorization
for work on the San Gabriel R ver and Ri o Hondo as approved by the
Chi ef of Engineers U S. Arny. The Wiittier Narrows project was
i ncluded as a unit of the general conprehensive plan for flood
control in the Los Angel es County drainage area in the district
engi neer's report of 5 February 1940 titled "Survey Report, Flood
Control, Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers and Their Tributaries
and Bal l ona Creek, California." The above conprehensive plan was
approved in the Flood Control Act of 18 August 1941.



5. Considerable | ocal opposition devel oped to the construction
of the dam and appropriations for construction were del ayed. The
House Conmittee on Flood Control on 16 April 1946 requested the Chief
of Engineers to make a restudy of the Whittier Narrows project.

Al ternate plans were devel oped and after several nmeetings and hearings
the final plan was adopted. The 1949 Appropriations Bill included
$250, 000 to start construction on the project. Subsequent appropri-
ations were nade and the project is scheduled for conpletion in 1957.

6. Physi ographic characteristics.--Wittier Narrows fl ood-
control reservoir is located on the San Gabriel River and the Rio
Hondo, approximately 10 miles east of the city of Los Angeles and 3
mles south of the city of EIl Monte. Location of the Project is shown
on plate A-1. The drainage area of 554 square nmiles is 60 percent
nount ai ns, 30 percent valley, and 10 percent hills. The rugged San
Gabriel Mountains formthe northern boundary of the drai nage area.

Most of the valley area is between the nobuntains and a range of |ow
hills along the east, south, and west sides of the drainage area.

El evations in the drai nage area vary from about 200 feet above sea

| evel at Whittier Narrows to nore than 10,000 feet at San Antoni o Peak
on the northeast boundary, and from about 400 to 1,400 feet along the
hills form ng the southern boundary. A topographic map of the area is
shown on plate A-2.

7. San Gabriel River originates on the southern slopes of the
San Gabriel Muwuntains. It flows through precipitous canyons to the
base of the mountains, and thence across a broad alluvial cone and
the San Gabriel Valley to Wiittier Narrows. The R o Hondo, a
distributary of San Gabriel River, branches fromthe river near the
m ddl e of the San Gabriel Valley and flows southwest to Whittier
Narrows. Fromthe Wiittier Narrows, San Gabriel River flows south to
the Pacific Ocean, and the Ri o Hondo fl ows southwest to the Los Angel es
River. The steep, high southern front of the San Gabriel Mountains
is drained by several tributaries of the San Gabriel River and the
Ri o Hondo. The | ongest watercourse above Whittier Narrows Dami s
39.5 mles. The average gradient of San Gabriel River in the
mountains is 260 feet per nile. The average gradients of San Gabrie
River and the Rio Hondo in the valley are 41 and 27 feet per nmle
respectively.

8. Soils of the drainage area are prinmarily residual
derived from nmet anor phi c and igneous rocks. The mountain soil is
coarse, porous, rocky, and generally shallow, with |arge areas of
bare rock outcrop. The hill soils are shallow, but generally |ess
pervious than nountain soil. The valley soil, classified as recent
al l uvium and ol der alluvium varies fromcoarse sand and gravel in
the stream channels and at the canyon nouths to silty clay and clay
loamin the | ower (southern) part of the valley, and clay on the east
and west sides. Long the sunmits and in the higher ravines of the
nmountains there is a fairly well-devel oped growm h of ponderosa pine,
i ncense cedar, juniper, and oak. Cottonwoods, box el ders, sycanores,



oaks, willows, and alders are found al ong the watercourses at |ower

el evations. |n general, the remai nder of the nountains is covered
with brush, varying in density fromscattered bushes to nearly
i npenetrabl e thickets. These consist of California Iilac, scrub

oak, nountain mahogany, sunmmc, |aurel, sage, and nanzanita. The
dense chaparral growth and |ong, dry sunmmers render the region
extrenmely susceptible to fires which are difficult to control
frequently resulting in conplete denudati on of extensive areas.

The hills are without trees except for a few, such as oaks, sycanores,
and cottonwoods al ong the stream channels. Gasses are the principa
natural vegetation on the hills. On rmuch of the hill land and nearly
all the valley land the natural vegetation has been replaced by
cultivated field, orchard, and truck crops, and, especially in the
val l ey west of the Ri o Hondo, by urban and suburban devel oprent.

As a result of the urban devel oprent, nmuch of the valley has becone
all-inpervious to rainfall infiltration and stormrunoff percolation
The percentage of all-inpervious area is increasing rapidly with
conti nui ng devel opnent.

9. Downstream devel opnent.--The overfl ow area downstream from
VWhittier Narrows flood-control basin prior to construction of the
dam conpri sed about 60,000 acres of highly devel oped industri al
residential, and agricultural property in the south eastern part of
Los Angeles County. This area has an estimated val ue of about
$300, 000, 000 and is occupi ed by about 1,000,000 persons. Included
in the overflow area are parts of the cities of Long Beach, Artesia,
Conpt on, Downey, Lakewood, Lynwood, Montebello, South Gate, and
nunerous other comunities. Facilities vital to defense nobilization
and national economy are subject to serious danage or disruption by
fl oods. These facilities include major aircraft plants, including
North Anerican and Dougl as plants; oil refineries, including those
of Richfield, Union, Shell, General Petroleum Texas, Tidewater
Associ ated, and Standard O | Conpani es; autonobile factories and
assenbly plants, including those of Ford, General Mdtors, and
St udebaker Conpani es; inmportant harbor facilities and shi pyards;
mai n transcontinental railroads and hi ghways; United States Nava
installation, including the Los Alamitos Air Station and Amunition
and Net Storage Depot near Seal Beach; and nany other smaller but
important facilities.

10. Hydroneteorol ogical characteristics.--The climate in the
drai nage area is subtropical and semarid in the valleys and hills
and is tenperate and humid in the nmountains. Mst precipitation in
the drai nage area is associated with general winter stornms that
result fromextratropical cyclones of north Pacific origin. During
t he nonths of Novenber through April, these storns nove south over
the Pacific Ccean to the |atitudes of southern California and thence
inland and result in precipitation over large areas. Major storns
consi st of one or nore cyclonic disturbances and occasionally | ast
4 days or nore. Thunderstorms, which may result in intense
precipitation over small areas during short periods, occasionally occur




either in association with general winter storns or independently.
Sunmer thunderstorns are infrequent. The greatest floods fromthe
entire drai nage area above Whittier Narrows floods-control basin result
fromgeneral winter stornms, but the greatest floods froma small sub-
basin result fromthunderstorns. The mean seasonal precipitation in

t he drai nage area ranges from 16 inches at the damto nore than 45
inches at the crest along the northern boundary of the area (pl. A-3).
Most of the precipitation falls during the months of Novenmber to April,
i nclusive. Rainless periods of several nonths during the sunmer are
common. The monthly distribution of precipitation and other meteoro-

| ogi cal elenents for Los Angel es and Mount W1 son, considered
representative of the valley and nountai nous areas, are shown in tables
A-1 and A-2. The location of these stations are shown on plate A-1.

11. Snow falls frequently during the winter at el evati ons above
5,000 feet but nmelts rapidly except on the protected northern sl opes
and on the higher peaks. Snow rarely falls in the valley. Generally,
the ef fects of snow upon flood runoff is considered slight. However,
appreci able effect is possible and current information is obtained
during stornms for optimumoperation of the reservoir. The maxi mum
snow cover in the nountains above Wiittier Narrows Dam based on a
record extendi ng back 23 years, occurred in March 1944. The snow i ne
at that tine was at an el evation of 4,000 feet. Above this elevation
the average snow depth was 61.3 inches over an area of 75,360 acres.
The average water content of snow over the area was 18.4 inches using
a snow density of 30 percent. Mnthly snow data for Munt WI son
consi dered representative of the nountain area, are shown in table A-2.

12. Runoff fromthe drainage area is characterized by unusually
hi gh fl ood peaks of short duration. The physiographic features of
the region serve to intensify rainfall rates. High rainfal
intensities, conbined with effect of shallow surface soils underlain
by i mpervi ous bedrock, fanshaped collecting systens, occasiona
denudation by fire, and steepness of gradients, produce floods
heavily [aden with debris below the canyon mouths. Mst streans in
the drai nage area are intermittent. During normal dry weather the
di scharge of many streans in increased by regul ated outfl ow from dans
in the nountains. Hydrographs of the Rio Hondo above M ssion Bridge
(1 mle above the dam for the years 1938 through 1952, and for the
San Gabriel River at Beverly Boulevard (1-1/4 niles below the dan) for
the years 1937 through 1951 are shown on plates A-4 and A-5,
respectively.

13. Floods of record.--During the period for which daily hydro-
|l ogic data are avail able (1880-1955), nmediumto large floods occurred
at Whittier Narrows in 1884, 1886, 1889, 1890, 1891, 1905, 1906, 1910,
1911, 1914, 1916, 1921, 1926, 1927, 1934, 1938, and 1943. Hydrographs
for the nore recent of these floods are shown on plate A-6. Hyeto-
graphs for corresponding stornms are shown on plate A-7. The fl oods




of 1884, 1889, March 1938, and January 1943 were outstanding, and
the flood of 1934 was |arge on sonme of the tributary streans. The
flood of January 1952, although small at Wiittier Narrows, was

the second | argest flood of record on the | ower reaches of the

Los Angel es River.

14. The greatest flood of record at Wiittier Narrows was
caused by the storm of 27 February - 3 March 1938. This flood
resulted fromintense rainfall on 2 March, preceded by conti nuous
noderate rainfall that commenced on 27 February. Average rainfal
depth over the drainage area was 17.3 inches for the storm Low
rainfall-loss rates and the unusually large rainfall of the storm
caused high rates of runoff, especially in the nmountains. Past
peak di scharges were exceeded at all existing stream gagi ng stations,
with the exception of a few valley stations. Many stream gagi ng
stations were destroyed as a result of the high discharges of this
flood. Estinated peak discharge at Whittier Narrows was 47,000
cubic feet per second. The estimated flood hydrograph and ot her
pertinent hydrol ogic data area shown on plate A-6. This flood caused
damages estimated at nore than $2, 000, 000 downstream from Whittier
Narrows Dam The damages that woul d be caused under present conditions
of devel opment by a fl ood which would inundate areas similar to those
flooded in 1938 are estimated at over $11, 000, 000.

15. The storm of 21-24 January 1943 was in nmany respects the
nost severe of record for the San Gabriel River Basin. |In the
nmount ai ns the recorded intensities for durations greater than 12 hours
exceeded all previous recorded intensities in the area. At Hoegee's
Canp, the maxi mum 24-hour precipitation was 25.83 inches. Average
rainfall depth over the drai nage area above Wittier Narrows was 18.3
inches for the storm Peak discharge at Wiittier Narrows was
estimated at 26,200 cubic feet per second. The estimated flood
hydr ograph and ot her pertinent hydrol ogic data are shown on plate A-6.

16. Upstreamregul ation.--There area numerous reservoirs and
di version structures in the drainage area tributary to Wittier
Narrows Reservoir. The only structure operated solely for flood
control is Santa Fe flood-control reservoir. This structure,
conpl eted in 1949, is under the jurisdiction of the U S. Arny
Corps of Engineers. It has a capacity of 34,300 acre-feet at spill-
way crest. The 16-gated outlets, which discharge into San Gabrie
Ri ver, have a conbi ned capacity of 41,000 cubic feet per second with
reservoir water surface at spillway crest. At present Santa Fe
Reservoir is operated on an interimoperati on schedul e designed to

m ni m ze danage al ong the uni nproved downstream channel. For further
i nformati on concerning the operation of this reservoir, reference is
made to Appendix 111 of the Master Reservoir Regul ati on Manual

17. Four other large reservoirs are in the drainage area above
Whittier Narrows. They are Mirris, San Gabriel, and Cogswel |
Reservoirs on San Gabriel River, and Puddi ngstone Reservoir on upper
Wal nut Creek. Morris Reservoir is operated by the Metropolitan



Water District for water supply and is nornmally full to spillway
crest. The Los Angeles County Flood Control District operates the
San Gabriel, Cogswell, and Puddi ngstone Reservoirs. San Gabrie

and Cogswel | Reservoirs are flood-control and conservation reservoirs.
Current operation plans for the San Gabriel and Cogswell Reservoirs
wi |l make 33,000 and 9, 600 acre-feet, respectively, available for
flood control at the beginning of floods. Puddingstone Reservoir is
al so operated for flood control and conservation. An allotnent of
5,000 acre-feet of storage will be available for flood control at the
begi nni ng of fl oods.

18. Eight small conbination flood-control and water-conservation
reservoirs are in operation in the drainage area and numerous debris
basi ns have been constructed. Several diversions are nade upstream
fromWittier Narrows for irrigation, spreading, water supply, and
producti on of power. However, mmjor floodflows are not appreciably
affected by the operation of these structures. Pertinent data on
exi sting reservoirs in the drainage area are given in table A-3, and
their locations are shown on plate A-1.

19. Hydrologic basis of design.--Selection of the reservoir
capacity for Wiittier Narrows Reservoir was based primarily on con-
trolling the greatest flood (standard project) that may reasonably be
expected to occur to nondanagi ng fl ows bel ow the dam The net hod
of devel oping the standard project flood is outlined in the report
titled "Hydrol ogy, San Gabriel R ver and the Ri o Hondo above Wittier
Narr ows Fl ood-Control Basin with Addendum on the Hydrol ogic Effect
of Diverting Qutflow fromWhittier Narrows Fl ood-Control Basin to
Los Angeles River via the R o Hondo," dated 20 Decenber 1944 and
revised 10 July 1946. It is based on the assuned occurrence of a
storm equi valent to the stormof January 1943 at a tinme when the
ground conditions woul d be reasonably conducive to runoff. In
devel oping the flood, all upstreamreservoirs except San Gabrie
and Santa Fe were assuned full to spillway crest at the beginning of
the storm San Gabriel Reservoir was assumed to have 12,500 acre-
feet of water in storage at the beginning of the storm and the out-
fl ow was assunmed to be controlled to 4,000 cubic feet per second
until there was 22,000 acre-feet of water in storage. At this point,
the outflow was increased by increnments of 1,000 cubic feet per
second until it reached 10,000 cubic feet per second. This maxi num
out fl ow was assumed constant until the amount of water in storage
decreased to 12,500 acre-feet. Santa Fe flood-control basin was
assuned enpty at the beginning of the flood and the outlets were
assuned conpl etely open during the flood. The regulating effect of
the outlet conduits at all other existing upstreamreservoirs was
assuned negligible during the flood. The resulting flood with a
peak of 70,000 cubic feet per second and a 4-day vol ume of 250, 000
acre-feet was routed through the reservoir assum ng the follow ng
conditions: (a) the outlet gates fully open until the outflow reached
40, 000 cubic feet per second and then throttled to maintain that
outflow, and (b) the spillway gates closed. This resulted in a




maxi mum wat er - surface el evation of 228.5 feet and a correspondi ng
storage of about 33,000 acre-feet. The top of the spillway gates
was thus set at elevation 229 feet. No allowance was nade for
sedimentation in the reservoir capacity. The rate of debris
inflowis expected to be snall because debris flows fromthe
nountain and foothill areas are largely controlled by Santa Fe

fl ood-control reservoir and nunerous other flood-control reservoirs
and debris basin. Only 178 square mles of |ow sedinent-producing
valley area will be contributing sedinent to VWiittier Narrows
Reservoir. The regul ated outfl ow of 40,000 cubic feet per second
was sel ected after extensive econom c studies were made of the cost
of the project with various conbinations of outflow and hei ght of
dam

20. The devel opnent of the naxi num probable flood was simlar
to the devel opnent of the standard project flood. The maximum
probable flood is defined as the flood that would result if the
maxi mum possi bl e stormrainfall for the drainage area were to occur
at a tine when ground conditions in the area were conducive to
maxi mum runof f. The maxi mum possi bl e storm was based on i nformation
given in the report title "Revised Report on Maxi mum Possi bl e
Preci pitation, Los Angeles Area, Calfornia," dated 29 December 1945
and prepared by the Hydroneteorol ogi cal Section of the Untied States
Weat her Bureau. The rainfall pattern was based on the 1943 storm
In devel oping the flood, all upstreamreservoirs were assuned ful
to spillway crest at the start of the storm The resulting flood
with a peak of 305,000 cubic feet per second and a 4-day vol unme of
690, 000 acre-feet was routed through Whittier Narrows Reservoir under
the following conditions: (a) the regulated outflow through the
outlets would be 40,000 cubic feet, (b) the reservoir water surface
woul d be at elevation 228.5 feet above nean sea |l evel at the start
of the flood, and (c) the spillway gates woul d operate automatically on
a predeterm ned schedule. The outlet gates were assumed operative
due to the renpte possibility that one or nore of the large radia
gates woul d becone partially blocked or stuck. The routing resulted
in a reservoir water-surface elevation of 234 feet. Wth a 5-foot
freeboard, the top of the damwas set at elevation 239 feet.

21. Description of the project.--The project includes: (a) a
dam and outlet works on the San Gabriel R ver and the R o Hondo at
VWhittier Narrows, (b) R o Hondo channel inprovenents above the dam
from Rush Avenue to Rubio Wash with a capacity of 51,000 cubic feet
per second, (c) San Gabriel River channel inmprovenent from about
1 mle above the damto the San Jose Creek diversion channel with
a capacity of 99,000 cubic feet per second, (d) a floodflow channel
in the reservoir to divert flows fromthe San Gabriel R ver to
Ri o Hondo with a capacity of 30,000 cubic feet per second when the
Ri o Hondo pool is below elevation 197.5 feet, (e) a diversion channe
for diverting San Jose Creek flows into the reservoir with a capacity
of 38,000 cubic feet per second, (f) R o Hondo channel i nprovenent
bel ow the damto the Los Angels River with a capacity ranging from




40,000 to 42,500 cubic feet per second, and (g) the rel ocation of
streets and utilities within the project area. The general plan of
the project is shown on plate A-8. Pertinent data are tabulated in
table A-4.

22. The reservoir is fornmed by an earth (rolled fill) dam
having a crest length of 16,960 feet at elevation 239.0 (top of dam,
and a maxi num hei ght above the Ri o Hondo streanbed of 56 feet
(pl. A-9). The area and capacity of the reservoir at elevation 229.0
(top of spillway gates when cl osed) are 2,470 acres and 36, 160 acre-
feet, respectively; at the top of the dam the area is 3,630 acres
and the capacity is 67,060 acre-feet. (Area and capacity values are
based on survey ending in March 1957.) Rosenead Boul evard passes
over the dam and across the reservoir. The roadway is el evated
within the reservoir area with a mninumelevation of 211.0. Bel ow
this elevation, the Mssion Creek pool and the R o Hondo pool are
di vi ded by Rosenead Boul evard with only the floodfl ow channel (invert
el ev. 197.5) connecting the two pools. The R o Hondo pool at stages
bel ow el evation 188 is divided into two pools by a diversion dike in
the Ri o Hondo channel just above the dam San Gabriel River channe
is separated fromthe M ssion Creek pool below el evation 208 (invert
of floodfl ow channel at San Gabriel River).

23. Seventy-three productive oil wells are |ocated bel ow
el evation 230 within Whittier Narrows Reservoir. Approximte
el evations of these wells are tabulated in table A-5. The Los Angel es
District Ofice of the U S. Arnmy Corps of Engineers is negotiating
contracts with owers of the oil wells to conpensate them for possible
danmages caused by the construction and operation of Wiittier Narrows
Dam

24. The outlet works are | ocated near the right abutment of the
dam so that discharges are directed into the Rio Hondo (pl. A-10).
Four radial gates, 30 feet wide by 20 feet high, when closed, sea
gate openings 30 feet wide by 19 feet high. The gates are nunbered
fromleft to right |ooking downstream CGate sills are at elevation
184. Regul ated outfl ow (40,000 cubic feet per second) is reached at
el evation 208.4. Maxi num di scharge capacity (reservoir elevation
229.0) is 74,700 cubic feet per second. Trash racks are not provided
because the outlets are sufficiently large to pass the anticipated
maxi mum si ze of debris. The piers between the gates are designed to
wi t hst and unequal water pressures caused by any gate being cl osed
while the adjoining gate is open. Each gate is equipped with a
single 7Y ,-horsepower notor. Reduction units provided give a hoisting
speed of approximately 1 foot per minute. Although provision is made
for control of the consists by push-button stations at the notors,
they will generally be operated froma control board |located in the
control house. Automatic electrical operation of gate No. 1
is provided to open the gate when the water surface reaches
el evation 189 and cl ose the gate when the water surface
falls bel ow el evationl87. |In addition, an automatic device



is installed that will ring an alarmin the damtender's

resi dence and will stop a clock and flash a light in the district
of fice when the reservoir water surface reaches an el evation of
approxi mately 187 feet.

25. The spillway structure, consisting of nine 50- by 29-foot
radi al gates, separated by six 8-foot wide and two 16-foot wide
piers, is located so as to discharge into San Gabriel R ver (pl. A-11).
Gates are nunbered fromleft to right |ooking downstream The gate
sills are at elevation 200 feet. The gates are automatically operated
by fl oats and counterwei ghts above water-surface el evation 228.5
where they comrence openi ng and continue until fully open at water-
surface el evation 233.5. At reservoir water-surface elevation 234,
t he design discharge is 251,000 cubic feet per second, and at
el evation 239, the discharge is 308,000 cubic feet per second. In
addition to the automatic control system the spillway gates are
equi pped with nechani cal hoists for use in routine naintenance and
in energencies if the automatic control system should fail. Each
gate is hoisted by a unit containing a 3-horsepower notor and gear
reductions designed to |ift the gate at a speed of approximtely
1 foot per minute. The nmotor is connected to the hoist mechani sm
t hrough a clutch designed to di sengage when the automatic fl oat
systemis in operation. Controls for the nechanical hoists are
| ocated on the bridge adjacent to each notor.

26. Conmercial electrical power is available for lights, the
automatic operation of outlet gate No. 1, and m nor power devices.
A 30-kW generator provides standby power in the event of commercia
power failure. Electrical power for gate hoists and other heavy
power units is obtained froma diesel-driven, 75-kWa generator
with a 75-kWa standby unit.

27. A 30-inch reinforced concrete pipe is provided to pass
M ssion Creek flows through the dam The main flow in mssion Creek
originates fromrising ground water within the reservoir area. Flow
of the creek is continuous and normally less than 5 cubic feet per
second. M ssion Creek flow constitutes a part of the water reaching
the Arroyo Ditch and Water Conpany's intake downstream fromthe dam
The M ssion Creek conduit is located in the central enbanknent of the
dam just east of Rosenead Boul evard. The intake structure contains
trash rack, a sand trap, and a nmanual |y operated 36-inch slide gate.
Top of the intake structure and operating nechanismis at el evation
202.5, which will permt operation of the gate during all but major
floods. A 30-inch, |owpressure gate valve is provided near the
downstream end of the conduit for regulating the outflow during
times that the 36-inch gate is flooded. The conduit was designed
to pass 30 cubic feet per second when reservoir water surface
reaches about elevation 191. Invert of the intake structure is at
el evation 187.5.



28. Hydrologic facilities.--Facilities for obtaining hydrol ogic
data required in the operation of Wiittier Narrows Daminclude: (a) a
gl ass-tube rain gage and a recording rain gage |ocated at the dam
(b) rain gages, fromwhich radio reports are received, |ocated in or
near the drainage area at Chilao, Crystal |ake, Big Pines, M. Baldy,
San Dimas, Sierra Madre, and Santa Fe Dam (c) rain gages, operated
by the Los Angel es County Flood Control District, |ocated at Sierra
Madre Dam Sawpit Dam Cogswell Dam San Gabriel Dam Mbdrris Dam
Opid's Canp, and Col by's Ranch; (d) reservoir water-surface recorders
| ocated in the outlet control house, the spillway control house, and
in the floodfl ow channel at Rosenead Boul evard; (e) reservoir staff
gages; (f) outlet gate position recorders and indicators in the outlet
control house and spillway gate position recorders in the spillway
piers and indicators in the spillway control house; (g) inflow gaging
stations | ocated on Al hanbra Wash near Klingerman Street (Los Angel es
County Flood Control District station), on the Ri o Hondo bel ow Garvey
Avenue, and on the San Gabriel River at Parkway Bridge; and (h) out-
fl ow gagi ng stations |ocated on the R o Hondo bel ow the dam on San
Gabriel River at Beverly Boul evard (Los Angel es County Flood Contro
District station), and on M ssion Creek bel ow the dam The | ocations
of the above facilities are shown on plate A-1.

29. The outfl ow gaging station on the Ri o Hondo is equi pped
with telenmetering equipnment to transmt gage heights to the outl et
control house. The inflow gaging stations on the R o Hondo bel ow
Garvey Avenue and on Al hanbra Wash near Klingerman Street are being
equi pped with Tel emarks connected to a conmercial tel ephone system
It is planned to install the sane type equi pnent at the inflow gaging
station on the San Gabriel River at Parkway Bridge. No Tel emark
installation is contenplated for the M ssion Creek gaging station

30. Conmunication facilities.--The follow ng comruni cati on
facilities have been installed at Whittier Narrows Dam for reporting
hydraulic data: (a) commrercial tel ephone service in the outl et
control house, (b) a tel ephone system between the outlet control house,
the spillway control house and the individual spillway gate controls,
(c) a tel ephone system owned by the Los Angel es County Flood Contro
District, between their spreading grounds in the R o Hondo, the out-
I et control house, and the spillway control house, (d) a sound-
power ed tel ephone system between the outlet control house and the
gagi ng station on the Rio Hondo bel ow the dam and (e) a two-way
radio in the outlet control house, and a renote-control radio unit
in the spillway control house for conmunicating with the district
of fice.

31. Sedinentation nmeasurenents.--An initial survey to be used
as the basis for future determ nati ons of sedi nentati on was conpl et ed
in March 1957. The contours for this survey are at 2-foot intervals.
In order to obtain information on the depth of sediment in the
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reservoir to detern ne whether anew survey is required, two perna-
nent nonunented ranges were established as shown on plate A-8.
Future surveys will be nade after each najor flood or at intervals
of not over 10 years.

32. Diversion structures.--Several water-conservation
facilities in the vicinity of Wiittier Narrows Dam but not part of
that project, were affected by the construction and operation of
the dam Downstream fromthe dam on the R o Hondo, the Los Angel es
County Flood Control District operates a spreadi ng ground of 443
acres |ocated on the east side of the Rio Hondo channel between the
Union Pacific Railroad and Sl auson Avenue (pl. A-12). The sustained
percol ati on capacity of these grounds is approximtely 600 cubic
feet per second. In order to facilitate operation of the spreading
grounds, a permanent headwor ks consisting of 3 power-operated
Tainter gates, 12 feet high, has been constructed in the channel
Included in the diversion headworks are four 5- by 4-foot vertica
slide gates (capacity 750 cubic feet per second) in the l|eft bank
whi ch control flows into the spreadi ng grounds, and two 4- by 4-foot
vertical slide gates (capacity 150 cubic feet per second) in the
ri ght bank which control flows into the natural channel percol ation
area along the west bank of the concrete channel

33. Water rights to the rising water flowin the Rio Hondo are
satisfied by a diversion conduit in the left abutment of the outlet
works. This conduit discharges low flows to the uninproved ditch
behind the | eft | evee of the downstream channel. Invert of the
conduit is at elevation 184.0. It is 3 feet in dianeter, and is
controlled by a manual |y operated slide gate. Two trash racks are
provided for the conduit intake. Operation of the gate is froma
stand near the top of the dam The Los Angel es County Flood Contro
District will operate the gate for diverting and spreadi ng water.
Construction of a | ow grouted-cobbl estone dike to divert |ow fl ows
to the diversion conduit was conpl eted about Novenber 1956. The
di ke has a top elevation of 188.0, and extends 2,000 feet upstream
fromthe left pier of the outlet works to the right bank of the Rio
Hondo.

34. Local interests are using the natural bed of the R o Hondo
bet ween Beverly Boul evard and Anahei m Tel egraph Road for percol ation
purposes. In order to continue the use of the abandoned streanbed
west of the channel inprovenment for this purpose, a 54-inch gated
si phon was constructed under the channel a short di stance downstream
from Beverly Boul evard to divert up to 150 cubic feet per second to
this area.

35. The Arroyo Ditch and Water Conpany has devel oped facilities
inthe left levee of the original R o Hondo channel just downstream
from Beverly Boul evard for diverting approxi mtely 25 cubic feet
per second to its ditch system (pl. A-12). Water for these facilities
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wi Il be supplied through the diversion conduit in the |left abutnent
of the outlet works. The right of other water users to low flows is
subject to the prior right of the Arroyo Ditch and Water Conpany.

36. The Los Angel es County Flood Control District operates
spreadi ng grounds on the west side of San Gabriel River between
Whittier Boul evard and Washi ngton Boul evard. This spreadi ng grounds
has a gross area of 111 acres, an intake capacity of 200 cubic feet
per second, and a percol ation capacity of approxinmately 85 cubic
feet per second.

37. The San Jose Creek diversion channel which diverts flows
from San Jose Creek into San Gabriel River above Wittier Narrows Dam
was constructed as a part of the Wiittier Narrows project. The
capacity of this diversion channel is 38,000 cubic feet per second.

38. The floodfl ow channel is trapezoidal in section with a
base wi dth of 400 feet and side slopes of 1 on 2.5. The invert
el evation of the floodfl ow channel at the San Gabriel River is 208.0
feet. Invert elevation at the Rosenead Boul evard Bridge is 199.0
feet with a | owflow channel 40 feet wi de having an invert elevation
of 197.5 feet.

39. Downstream channel s.--The Ri o Hondo channel inprovenent
fromWiittier Narrows Damto the Los Angel es River has been conpl et ed,
and capacities range from 40,000 to 42,500 cubic feet per second. The
Los Angel es River channel inprovenent fromthe confluence with the
Ri o Hondo to the Pacific Ccean is schedul ed for conpletion by Decenber
1957. At that time, the channel capacity will vary from 140,000 to
146, 000 cubic feet per second. The capacity of the San Gabriel River
channel fromWittier Narrows Damto the Pacific Ccean is estinated
at 10,000 cubic feet per second for a sustained flow. However, it is
bel i eved that sone mai ntenance woul d be required. Current plans
call for the expenditure of about $10, 000,000 to inprove the San
Gabriel River channel. Wen inprovenents are conpleted, the channe
wi |l have a capacity of 15,6000 cubic feet per second fromthe damto
the confluence with Coyote Creek and a capacity of 30,000 cubic feet
per second from Coyote Creek to the ocean

40. Changes to authorized plan.--The final project plan differs
fromthe plan prepared in 1940 due primarily to (a) the changed
| ocation of the damto neet objection raised nostly by |ocal interests
in EIl Mnte, adjacent to the upper reservoir area, (b) changes nade
necessary by building construction and hi ghway i nprovenments which
took place in the reservoir area, and (c) design nodifications. In
1946 the dam was redesigned to provide outlet works which woul d
di scharge into the Rio Hondo rather than into the San Gabriel River.
The controlled outflow was increased, a gated spillway was provided,
and the alignment was revised slightly. 1In 1948, the damsite was
noved downstream a di stance of one-half mle in order to avoid the
fl oodi ng of 300 private homes and property and adjacent to the city of
El Monte in the upstreamreservoir area
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41. Construction history.--Construction of the dam began on
23 March 1950 and cl osure was nade on 15 November 1955. Construction
of the project is scheduled for conmpletion in 1957. The tota
Federal cost for the project is expected to be $32, 300, 000.

42. Devel opnment of reservoir area.--Extensive devel opnent of
the reservoir area for recreation is planned. The Los Angel es
County Parks and Recreation Department will devel op nost of the area.
Facilities planned by this organization include picnic areas, golf
course, anusenent area, equestrian trials, and facilities for
athletic events. A fishing | ake has al ready been established. The
Nat i onal Audubon Soci ety operates a wildlife sanctuary and nature
center, and the Los Angeles Rifle and Revolver Club and the City
of Al hanbra Pistol Club operate ranges in the reservoir area
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Table A-)

Summary of climatological data at Los Angeles, Californias

: Temperature X Precipitation f Snow

Month 1 Mean 1+ hecord 3 Record + Mean ; Maximum ; Minimum ;  Mean : Maximum : Minimum
: monthly : highest ; lowest : monthly : monthly : monthly : monthly : monthly : monthly

: Degrees : Depgrges : Degrees : : : : :
: Fahrenheit : Fahrerheit : ¥ahrenheit : Inches : Inches : Inches i1 Inches : Inches : Inches
JaNos.oeat 55.0 3 90 28 2.38 +  13.30 : T: T 3 2.0 : (V]
Feb.....: g6, 92 ; 28 . 3.37 ¢+ 13.37 : 0 T: T & 0
Mar.....: 58.9 : 99 3 31 2.3 12.36 T T : T : 0
APTe....: 61.5 : 150 36 1.17 : 7.53 ¢ T: 0 : 0 0
L Maye....t 6.8 103 . Lo s .26 3.57 : 0 3 0 : 0 o]
Jun.....: 67.8 : 105 L6 : 07 1.3v : 0 0 : 0 : 0
Bt £ 72 AP 72.5 : 109 LY 1 T ; 27 O3 0 : 0 : 0
AUgs.sa.t 12.9 106 ; Ly .02 b1 0 : TIN 0 0
86D+ coat 7L.0 : 108 . Ll s 27 .67 0 : 0 : 0 o
Octians.os 66.6 : 104 Lo ; .50 6.96 . 0 s 0 0 0
BoVosouas 62.1 : 96 : 34 s 1.03 : 6.53 0: T T : 0
DeCovennt 57.3 3 92 3 30 : 3.11 ; 15.80 : 0 : T: T3 0

Period : : : : - : : : t :
of @ 63.9 : 109 : 28 « w1l .5y 2+ 15.80 0 s w#T 2.0 ¢ 0

record : : : H : s H : :

# Latitude 3L° 03' N; longitude 118° 1y W.

## Mean €eigonal.

¥

elevation 312 feet

values 77 yeare (1877-195L4). M"T" refers to trace.

above mean ses level.

NOTE: Period of reeord [or mean values 30 years {1921-1350). Period of record for maximum and minimum



Tabls A-2

Summary of climatological data at Nount Wilson, California*

T dune. e e d

Mg

»
1
[

-3

f Temparature : Precipitation f Snow
Bl e T Reeerd 7 Tecord ¢ Han T Hadmm T Maimm 1 Hean T Vadimm T Hinlem
monthly ¢ highest t lowest ¢ monthly i monthly : monthly : monthly t monthly : monthly
: : t S 8 s : - 1 T
1 Degreos 1+ Degrees 1 Degrees s t : H 3 H :
3 FEFEHEH : Pahrenheit @ Fiﬁﬁat + Inches t Incheg : Inches : Inches i1 Inches 3§ Inches
JaNe. .o el L2.1 : 7% 3 7t S.8h 1 28,59 ¢ 0.03: 13.0: 82.0 2 0
Pebeerest k2.3 3 73 3 ) J I 7.76 ¢+ 24.61 01 10.8 71.7 3 0
Mar.....t 1i5.2 : 80 : 1 : 5.58 1 22,80 3 02 1 6.5 i 54.0 1 0
o APTeve.s 50,9 : 85 3 ) I 2.86 ¢+ 17.55 0s 2.9 13.0 1 0
Mayavenst 56,8 3 91 : 21 ; b1 ¢ 11.04 ¢ 0 91 11.0 1 0
1 65.2 t 98 1 29 3 .13 3 1.39 s 03 T: Tt -0
July. .. 13.1 : 99 1 h2 .02 1 40 3 0 03 01 0
Algessnesl 123 101 s 38 . W11 2 1.2h 0 01 0: 0
86pt..eas 67.2 3 98 1 3 b s 11,78 3 03 01 0 : 0
Octeasreast 57.8 : 91 21 s 1.57 s 6.97 3 D1 5 2 "BeS 1t - 0
NOVaraoot 51.0 : 80 1 15 2.52 y  1lil.31 s 0. 1.9 3 10.0 . -0
DaCavesst L7 : 75 1 13 6.3 ¢+ 29.40 1 0 1 Te2 26.0 1 0
: 1 : : $ g : : 1 3
Pariod ‘ : ! ; : : : p L
of 1 55.7 101 7+ #33,87 ¢ 29.40 1 O ¢ #82,.7 1 82,0 s 0
record 1t : 1 1 ] 3 L] ] ]

* Latitude 34° 14" N.; longi

## Mpan seasonale

WTzZ: Period of record for mean values 3L years {1516-1950). Perliod of record for maximun and minimam

valoes S0 years (1904-1954).

A" refers to trace.

tude 1189 O W.; elevation 5,707 feet above mean sea level.



Table A-3

Pertinent date for exieting dems in drainsge aree ebove Whittier Narrows

flood=control reservolr

t + Year t Drein- : Storage capecity : ¥eximum outflow
Den* : Purpose { com- ‘ age : '

: * pleted : area*=s : Splllway : Top of ! 5 41gtgeme © Spillwayd

: : : : crest ¢ dax : ¢
ON SAN GABRILL RIVLER : . : Square ; : : Cubie feet : Cubic feet
: 3 s miles : Acre-feet : Acre-feet : per secord : per second
Cogawell Def.vsevesnaosasnaesa: Flooa Contrzl and Weter Conservation.....1 1934 39.2 1 16,600 ¢ 13,800 1» 11,800 : 5':’,%
San Gabriel DBMe.cessereesciefeeclOeenvacenssasosannnvssnsssosnsanccesne! 1939 ¢ 202.7 : 43,800 1 60,600 : 12,600 : 287,000
Morrls Dam.......vecesorvesncet NBLEY BUPTlY vevoaccusacovaesovsencssosacssat 1834 3 211.3 : 28,600 1 37,200 1 £,80C 1 77,600
Santa Fo DeEMecicesacsnnroreset? Flood COntrolesicecensvrnnnansnconsnncesrst 1949 T 236 H 34,300 4 55,000 H 41.0()0 1 331,400

< H H H H : H

H H H H e 4 £

ON OTHER STREAMS : 1 : H : s

H ] H H H t :
Big Dalton Damecesuvverscecvr.-t Flood Control and Weter Conservetion.....r: 1928 i 4.5 : 850 ¢  #4#1,150 1 1,500 1 ##5,310
Big Santa Anite DEm.,...eveesdeec000cvcnoncasanrensncssacosensansnssnssval 1927 13 10.6 1 580 : FRT60 2 560 ¥#H , 650
baton Neah DaF.c.ciseeere---et Flood Control and Debris Control.ceesesest 1937 3 9.5 1 700 : 1,410 : 5,040 s 58,800
Live Oak Dam..vvee:uvsevu-a.ot Flood Control and Water Conserwation.....z 1822 2.3 220 #3106 1 37C 3+ #6,730
Puddingstone Diversion Dem...? DiVereion.sececesccecnaocvocunsascnssanaeld 1928 3 2.6 = 140 540 3,500 ¢ 27,700
Puddingstons Dems 1,2, and 3.1 Flood Control and Water Conservation.....t 1926 1 32.1 1 17,200 ¢ 23,700 1 Bl0 « 48,500
San Dimes DBrlocencssvicnnnrveiosel0onnearscnnnvessansasnansnassnsenssneseed 1922 ¢ 16.2 1 1,040 1 $#1,440 2,18C 1 » 260
Sﬁ'pit mﬂl..o-....oo.........z.-.do.--......-.-.......--o.........-...o-l 1927 H 3.3 H 310 H #490 H 22C H 2.0?0
Thompson Creek DED.c..evssseaien-U0ssaercsnnsrtonsascsnanavssansssascvesl 1928 3 2.5 3 570 3 1,080 ; 39¢ 1 6,200
Sierra Madre Dem.iccesesaness-ot Flood Control and Debris Control.eesese-o3 1928 3 2.4 @ 42 3 #H54 20C 1 #435, 840

: : £ t : ) s 3
* All structures are operated by the Los Angeles County Flood Control District, except Senta Fe flood-control basin, whick 1s operated

by the Corps of bEngineers and Morris Dem which is opereated by the Metropolitan Viuter District, Deta for all structures except Santa Fe

flood-control basin furnished by Los Angeles County Flood Control. Distriot,

»* Each drainage eree includes all upstream drainage ares.
ss¢ Tater surface elevation at splllway orest,

# Water surface elevation at top of dem.

## Water surface elevation et top of parapet.



Table A.}L

Revised 29 July 1958

Partinent data, Whittier jarrows flood-conirol reservolr

Itam

: Juantity

Drainage ATE3ces st ssssnsscessssnss

fese

rvoir:

Elevatiion -

Yo Hondo Streambed at centerline of dam.....
San Gabriel River at cenverline of dam.,.....
3 T A
Spiliway decign surcharge level.....ceeeenicecanst

Creet of hocemead Blvd.

" Area =

&t ElE?ation 229-00--...-no...fooco.-a--
AL spillway decign surcharge level...covsueaconnas

At top ef dam...

Capacity -~
At elevation 229.0c.ceccennccorcones .........

~ Dam:
T PBeventeestooncansosrsnossssscosnoonsssasansannnel
Height above streambed (Rioc Hondo).sisevesssnecesss
Top length.icceecevvennosassienssocsoeaesesanevenca
Top elevation......-......-.......o..a-o...c.....o-

At spillway design surcharyge level.
.ﬁ.t top Of damoaoaooon-ooosaa

Outlets:

iype Of gates...a.-o....-.oo..oo........oa.........:
Number of giatesg..c..s.

Size of gates...vaevs.
Size of cutletEs.ieneesns
G’:‘ltve s"ill Elevation..lottlh.‘loo..‘.o

" E B s s g e R ERBar Rt ED

LEC R I BRI R}

BN

LRI SO RN A - R ]

LRI )

L IR R A )

c!.cv 228

Cle. 2 °

-.ot.c..-‘t-aoo..o

LR NI B I RN R

ERC IR R B N N O B I R Y

LEL LI - B B L I

Gate headwall, bottom elevationicscesvecvvescnon

Regulated outflow (elevation 20f.4 to 239.0)ever...
Maximum capacity (elevation 229.0)...ccvveacccsvacs

Spillway:

wpe.o......oo-ou.to-.oo.noo.ca-......coo.t..o'ooou:

T_'fpe of gﬂLeul...QlO‘O....'tln

P R I I I I )

LA R EREREEE ENE EERENEEERESLRE

=
LRI

554 By, mi.

: 1€3.0

cees ft. m.s.lk.
cesed 200.0 ft. m.s.1l.
e.: 210.0 ft. m.e.l.
234.0 ft. m.s.1o

vers 2,470 ac.

3,120 ac.

ree s 5,65D &0 .

X

50,150 ac.~-ft.
67,080 ac.~-ft.

YO L

Eairth

: 56.0 ft.

. h 16,960 rto

H 239-0 ft. m.s-lo

Tainter

e h

.o! 30 x 20 ft.

ve.: 30 x 19 fr.
184.0 ft. m.s.l.
203.C I't. m.s.1.
40,000 c.f.s.
T4,700 c.f.=.

.
LI

-
LI

P L

Gated
»+.: Talnter

Number Of gat’es...ooo.'o.0o'oocﬂtlt..eﬂoton-c..aoc.: 9

Size of gatae..-.......o.---...oo..........o.»...a.:
Gate £ill elevationN..c.cvececesncroreessasossuncnsenss
Top of gates {gater closed) elevation....eee.cvevest
Discharge at design surcharge (elevation 23L.0)....:
Maximum discharge capacity (elevaiion 23y.0).......:

50 x 27 ft.
20000 ft. m-E-le
2279 ft. m.s.1l.
251,000 c.f.s.
307,900 c¢.f.8.

AL2)

36,160 8c.=ft. “\oY



Table A-k--Continued

Portinent data, Whittier Narrowe flood-control reservoir

Item : Quantity
Flood-flow channel: N
clevation - : 9

5ill =t San Gabriel Hiver channel...eseeeseecenees 206.0 fL. mes.l.

Invert of low flow channel at Fosemead Blvd. : 197.5 fL. m.s.l.
Bridge. :
Regulation (Recervoir design flood}: ;
Length of stomi...... teiteavetsicrennrsanvocnccascoal o5 Aaye
Total s=torm infloW.ve.e . coscanen crrettrcrnenreensast 256,000 ac.~ft.
; InTlow peak.veeon.. Lesasvsonnsrdnessnstonnoans seeend 10,000 ¢.7.8.
Outflow peak....... Cesesrsvesanas Creree s ereneast 40,300 e.f.E,
Maximum pocl elevation..... G est gt resmecen e ; 228.5 fi. mes.l.
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Table A-§

0il well elevations within Whittier Narrows Reservoir

-

! Lumber of welle below i3 : Number of wells below
3 s : given elevation HH o d : riven elevation
Elsvation : Rio Hondo : San Gabriel ":: Elsvation ) %ondo : San Gabrisdi
: sidesx :+ River gider :: sidei : Fiver sidew
Feet above : i1 Feel above H
mean : : 13 fhe 3N : :
sea level 1 : it sea level :
193.0 H 0 s 0 3 212.0 : 52 i 12
193.5 1l: 0 :: 212.5 : 52 : 12
194.0 2 0 :: 213,0 : 53 2 12
i94.5 3 0 i1 213.5 1 Sl : 12
195.0 3 0 1 214.0 : Sh 3 12
195.5 ¢ 51 0 1:  2Li.5 3 sk 12
195,00 3 s 0 1 215.0 : Sl s 12
194,53 9 0 ::  215.% : 54 s 12
197.0 : 11 0 33 216.0 : Sh o 12
197.5 . 15 0 :: 216.5 : 4o 12
16,0 s 19 0 2 217.0 3 Shoe 12
198.5 21 0t 217.5 : 54 12
199.0 22 3 0:: 2180 ! Shoz 12
174.5 @ 22 3 0:: 216.5 : 5k 3 12
204.0 : 23 1 0 1 21lv.0 : Sl 2 12
200.8 : 28 0 11 219,.% : 5L 12
201.0 29 : 0 13 220.0 : Y iz
201.5 : 30 s O 2 220.5 : 8 @ 1z
232.0 31 O 2 221,35 : S e 12
202.5 : 32 : 0t 22145 : sh o 12
203.0 32 0 :: 222.0 3 55 s 12
203.5 : 32 : 0 1; 222,5 : 57 . 12
2040 34 0 s 223.0 : 57 12
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21l0.5 51 : 12 11 229.5 : 50 12
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214,85 52 3 12 X :
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PART B
PLAN OF OPERATI ON

VWH TTI ER NARROAS FLOCD- CONTRCL RESERVO R
SAN GABRI EL RI VER BASI N, CALI F.

1. QOperation requirenents.--Wiittier Narrows Reservoir wll
be operated for flood control and conservation in accordance with
the regul ati on plan contai ned herein to achieve the foll ow ng
obj ecti ves:

a. To elimnate or nmnimze flood damagi ng fl ows al ong
the Rio Hondo fromthe damto the Los Angel es River and al ong the
Los Angeles River fromthe R o Hondo confluence to the Pacific
Ccean.

b. To elimnate or minimze flood damagi ng fl ows al ong
the San Gabriel River fromthe damtot he Pacific Qcean

c. To release San Gabriel River flows up to 5,000 cubic
feet per second downs the San Gabriel River channel to satisfy
wat er rights.

d. To divert rising water in the Rio Hondo above the damto
the original streanbed bel ow t he dam

e. To provide sufficient conservation storage to conpensate
for the estimated percolation that occurred in the natural Ri o Hondo
channel prior to the construction of the concrete-lined channel

2. Prior plan of operation.--A plan of operation for Whittier
Narrows flood-control basin was described in the report titled
"Anal ysis of Design on San Gabriel River Inprovenent, Wittier
Narrows Fl ood Control Basin, Volume |I," dated January 1950 and
approved by the Chief of Engineers. Under this plan, operation for
flood control is flexible and depends upon the relative nagnitude
and synchroni zation of streanflow in the Los Angeles and San Gabri el
Rivers and the Ri o Hondo. The basic plan of operation provides for
inflow to be passed through the outlet structure to the R o Hondo
with gates open until the reservoir water surface reaches el evation
208.4 when the outfl ow woul d reach 40,000 cubic feet per second.
Above wat er-surface el evation 208.4, the outlet gates are operated
to control the outflow to 40,000 cubic feet per second. This
operation is reversed during falling stages.




3. The spillway gates di scharge natural streanflow down the San
Gabriel River up to 5,000 cubic feet per second to satisfy existing
downstream water rights. During mnor floodflows, releases are linmted
to 5,000 cubic feet person second to achieve a |arge anpunt of the
natural streanbed percol ati on without causing appreciabl e danage.
However, the spillway gates m ght be closed during floodflows if, for
exanpl e, the San Gabriel River channel from Coyote Creek to the Pacific
Ccean were filled to capacity by fl oodfl ows from Coyote Creek and
adj acent |ocal drainage areas. |If the water surface should rise to
el evation 228.5, the spillway gates will automatically conmence
openi ng and continue until fully open at water-surface el evati on 233.5.
At elevation 234.0 (spillway design surcharge el evation) the discharge
t hrough the spillway gates is 251,000 cubic feet per second. During
falling stages, the spillway gate operation is reversed.

4. |If a cloudburst-type stormshould center in those parts of
the Los Angel es River drainage area that are uncontrolled by fl ood-
control dans, the simultaneous flood above Whittier Narrows Dam woul d
be smaller than the reservoir design flood and storage capacity which
woul d be available in Wittier Narrows and Santa Fe Reservoirs. Under
t hese conditions, the discharge through the outlets could be curtailed
if necessary for several hours until the peak discharge on the Los
Angel es River had occurred. As a safety factor, up to 12,000 cubic
feet per second could be released for a short time through the spillway
gates to the partially inmproved San Gabriel River, depending upon the
avai | abl e downst ream channel capacity.

5. Flood-control operation.--The flood-control operation plan is
identical to the plan described above. The operation for diversion and
conservation bel ow el evation 195.5 is described in part C of this
appendi x. The outlet gate operation schedule for the fl ood-contro
operation plan is shown in table B-1, and the spillway gate operation
schedule is shown in table B-2. Prior to the conpletion of downstream
channel inprovenents, the interimplan of operation described in
part D of this appendix will be used. The final section of the down-
stream channel inprovenent is currently schedul ed for conpletion in
Decenmber 1957.

6. Limtation on storage.--There is no |legal authority for the
storage of water above taking line (elev. 229.0) shown on
plate A-8. Water nay be stored for conservation to elevation 195.5
feet (approximately 1,000 acre-feet).

7. Limtations on rel eases.--Cenerally speaking, the only
limtations on releases fromthe damare i nposed by downstream channe
capacities, except during operation for conservation. However, if
fl ood damage is occurring on the Rio Hondo bel ow the damor on the
| ower Los Angeles River, releases to the Rio Hondo will not exceed the
Ri o Hondo inflow as determ ned at infl ow gaging stations except when




the safety at the damis threatened. |If flood danmage is al so occurring
al ong the San Gabriel River channel, releases to the San Gabriel River
wi Il not exceed the San Gabriel inflow as determned at the inflow
gagi ng station, except when the safety of the damis threatened.

8. Division of responsibility for operation.--The prinmary
responsibilities for operating Wihittier Narrows Reservoir are
del egated to units of the Engi neering Division and Construction
Di vision. Responsibility for the hydraulic operation of the reser-
voi r has been del egated t hrough channels to the chief, Hydrol ogy and
Reservoir Regul ation Section. he is assisted in fulfilling this
responsibility by the section's Reservoir Regulation G oup and
Hydrography Unit. The chief, Reservoir Regulation G oup, during
normal operation, is responsible for: (a) collecting hydraulic data,
(b) transmitting operating instructions, (c) investigating and
i mprovi ng operating techniques, (d) training personnel for assignnents
during flood energencies, (e) keeping the district's Flood-Emergency
Manual current, (f) preparing reservoir regulation manuals, and
keepi ng them current, and (g) maintaining prescribed records. The
chi ef, Hydrography Unit, during normal operations, is responsible
for: (a) collecting rainfall and runoff data, (b) maintaining a
record of reservoir operations, (c) installing and servicing instru-
nments, and (d) preparing required reports for higher authority.

9. During flood emergencies, the organization for effecting
hydraul i c operations is expanded and i nplemented by district enpl oyees
that have been trained in their respective flood-energency duties. A
Hydraulic Operations Center is established, under the supervision of
the chief, Hydrol ogy and Reservoir Regul ation Section, to supervise
the operation of a Control G oup and Hydrography Goup. The Contro
Group contains a Flood Prediction Unit for forecasting flood inflows,
a Dam Operation Unit to supervise operation of the dam and R ver
Patrol Unit to observe flow conditions in downstream channels. The
Control Group also operates the district's comuni cations system for
flood operations. The Hydrography G oup, which is primarily
responsi bl e for obtaini ng hydrographic data during flood emergencies,
operates a Stream Gaging Unit for measuring streanflow at pertinent
| ocations. For nore detailed information on organi zati on and
personnel assignments in the Los Angeles District during flood
enmergencies, reference is nade to the district's current "Fl ood-

Emer gency Manual . "

10. Responsibility for the physical operation of Wittier
Narrows Reservoir has been del egated to the Construction Division
The duties of the Construction Division include: (a) safeguarding
the project at all times, (b) maintaining the project in good working
condition, (c) performng routine tests of equipnment, (d) operating
hydrol ogi ¢ and hydraulic equi pnent, (e) nmintaining records as
prescri bed by the Hydrol ogy and Reservoir Regul ati on Section, and
(f) keeping informed of the information contained in the Reservoir
Regul ati on Manual



11. Normal organization.--The organization for effecting the
operation at Wiittier Narrows Dam during normal periods is shown on
plate B-1. The nanes and tel ephone nunmbers of key personnel are
shown on plate B-2.

12. Fl ood-energency organi zation.--The organi zation for
ef fecting the operation of Whittier Narrows Dam during flood
enmergenci es is shown on plate B-3. The nanmes and tel ephone nunbers of
key personnel are shown on plate B-4.

13. Instructions to damtenders.--The damtender at VWhittier
Narrows Damis required to:

a. Be present at the dam when rainfall or runoff is
occurring.

b. Furnish the Control Group at the district office a phone
nunber through which he can be reached, whenever an assistant is not
on duty.

c. See that all equipnent at the reservoir including
recorders, indicating gages, gate nechani sns, power units, radios,
etc., is in operating condition

d. Operate gates in accordance with instructions fromthe
Control G oup.

e. Keep the Control Group notified of any unusual devel op-
nments such as trash accumnul ati on, power failure, nechanical diffi-
culties, etc.

f. Follow the fixed-gate operation schedul e posted in the
control house in the absence of communications with the Control G oup
or in the absence of a representative fromthat group

g. Assist engineers, dispatched by the Control G oup during
fl ood emergencies, in every possible way.

h. Mintain routine records on prescribed forns, including
wat er - surface el evations, inflow and outfl ow gage hei ghts, precipi-
tati on anounts, gate openings, and a daily |og.

i. Notify local authorities of anticipated rel eases when
instructed to do so by the Control G oup

14. Modification of regul ations.--The operation schedul es serve
as gui des for personnel operating Wittier Narrows Dam during flood
conditions. These schedul es represent the best nethod of operation
under a given set of predetermnined conditions. The fixed schedul es
are predicated upon the control of a flood of given magnitude and
wi Il probably effect the best overall control. Deviations based upon
the results of flood prediction my be nade if there is high confi-
dence in the prediction of runoff and future weather conditions.

Devi ations upon this basis should be made only under circunstances




that will clearly result in better control of a flood under the
condi tions which exist at the time. Careful consideration nust be
given to the consequences of deviation should that flood be of
smal l er or |arger magnitude that that predicted.

15. Deviation fromthe fixed schedul e of operation wll
normal |y be made only by the Reservoir Regul ation G oup of the
district office. 1In the event of conmunication failure, the
engi neer dispatched fromthe district office will assune responsi -
bility for deviating fromthe fixed schedule. Only under extrene
circunst ances involving | evee failure or possible loss of |ives
should the outflow fromthe reservoir be throttled or conpletely
stopped, and then only for a few hours. As soon as the energency
is over, the gates should be slowy opened to agree with the fixed
schedul e.

16. Coordination with other agencies.--During a fl ood
situation, the Control Group on the district office maintains direct
conmuni cati ons with other flood-control agencies for the exchange
of hydraulic operations data. The Los Angel es Count6y Flood Contro
District operates several dans upstreamfrom Wittier Narrows Dam
and Spreading grounds below the dam A teletype circuit and direct
t el ephone line connect the Control Group with this agency. The
Los Angel es County Flood Control District has furnished the follow ng
i nformati on pertaining to the operation of upstreamreservoirs
during flood periods:

a. Morris Dam --

(1) Reservoir full to permanent spillway crest at
start of flood.

(2) Al outlets are closed
(3) Center spillway gate is down (open) and the two

outside gates are up until reservoir elevation 1,170 is reached.
Above el evation 1,170 outside gates are gradually | owered.

b. San Gabriel Dam --

(1) 10,000 acre-feet in storage at start of flood.

(2) Qutflow equals inflow until outlet capacity is
reached; then outlets are wide open until spillway crest is reached.

(3) Above spillway crest, outlets are gradually closed
to keep outfl ow constant until spillway di scharge equal s outl et
capacity and outlets are conpletely closed.

c. Cogswell Dam --

(1) 1,000 acre-feet in storage at start of flood.



(2) CQutflow equals one-half of inflow until 2,000
cubic feet per second outflow is reached; then 2,000 cubic feet per
second outflow is maintained until spillway is reached.

(3) Above spillway crest, outlets are closed.

d. Puddi ngstone Dam - -

(1) 12,000 acre-feet in storage at start of fl ood.

(2) Gates are wi de open below spillway crest, outlet
capacity at spillway crest 814 cubic feet per second.

(3) Above spillway crest, outlets are gradually cl osed
to maintain 814 cubic feet per second total outflow until outlets are
conmpl etely cl osed.

17. Coordination with other projects.--The operation of Wittier
Narrows Reservoir will not require coordination with other projects
after conpletion of the |ower Los Angel es R ver channel, except during
energenci es. The channel has been designed to contain the tota
di scharge fromupstreamreservoirs and fromuncontrolled areas during
t he occurrence of the standard project flood. During energencies, the
operation of Sepul veda, Hansen, Santa Fe, Wi ttier Narrows, Break, and
Ful l erton Reservoirs will be coordinated to give maxi num protection to
all channels and danms. Plans for coordi nated operation with other
projects prior to conpletion of the downstream channel are described in
part D of this appendi x.

18. Exanples of regulation.--The reservoir design (standard
project) flood and their spillway design (maxi mum probable) flood were
routed through the reservoir under the flood operation plan, but the
spillway gates were assuned closed until the reservoir filled to
el evation 228.5 feet. This condition m ght devel op with excessive
local inflowinto the San Gabriel River below the dam The results of
the routings are shown on plates B-5 and B-6. The maxi num wat er
surface for each flood would be somewhat |ower if the spillway gates
were regul ated to rel ease 5,000 cubic feet per second to el evation
228.5 feet as planned for flood operation

19. The flood of 2-3 March 1938 (estinmated 99, 000 cubic feet
per second peak at Pacific Coast H ghway) was the | argest flood of
record on the Los Angel es and San Gabriel Rivers and on the Ri o Hondo.
oserved or reconstructed hydrographs for that flood were nodified to
account for the effect of reservoirs constructed since 1938.
Substantial increases in the hydrographs were also nade to reflect
the increases in the amobunt of all-inmpervious valley area. 1n the
nodi fications, unit-hydrograph procedures were incorporated wherever
appropriate. At the beginning of the flood, Santa Fe fl ood-contro
reservoir was assuned to be enpty. According to information supplied
by Los Angel es County Flood Control District, San Gabriel Dam was



assuned to have 33,800 acre-feet of available flood-control storage,
Cogswel | Dam was assuned to have 9, 600 acre-feet of storage avail abl e
for flood control, and Morris Dam was assuned full to spillway crest.
The operation of the upstreamreservoirs, operated by the Los Angel es
County Flood Control District, was in accordance with information
obtained fromthem A routing of the nodified 2-3 March 1938 fl ood

is shown on plate B-7. The spillway gates were assuned closed for this
routing. A peak flow of 78,000 cubic feet per second in the Los Angels
Ri ver below the Rio Hondo would result fromthis operation. Additiona
pertinent data are tabulated in table B-3.

20. The flood of 15-18 January 1952 (48,000 cubic feet per
second peak at Pacific Coast Hi ghway) was the second | argest fl ood
of record on the | ower reaches of the Los Angeles River. Cbserved
hydr ographs were used to reconstruct the flood at Whittier Narrows
Reservoir. Table B-3 contains the results of routing this flood
through Whittier Narrows Dam under the flood operation plan. 1In the
routing, it was assuned that no water was released to the San Gabrie
Ri ver.

21. QOperation reports.--The damtender reports by radio or
t el ephone to the Hydrol ogy and Reservoir Regul ation Section at about
0800 hours each workday or nmore frequently during storns as directed
by the Hydrol ogy and Reservoir Regul ation section. He reports the
pertinent operational data indicated in the forns shown on plates B-8
and B-9, and the rainfall as indicated on the form shown on plate
B-10. The originals of these reports are forwarded to the Hydrol ogy
and Reservoir Regul ation Section imediately following the end of the
nonth. The data reported are tabulated on the formshown on plate B-11
and transferred to the forns shown on plates B-12 and B-13 for
computi ng necessary data. Radio reports of precipitation are received
daily by radio fromthe field or by tel ephone or teletype fromthe Los
Angel es County Flood Control District. Reports are obtained at
approxi nately 0800 hours each workday but nore frequently during
storns. Reports are entered on the form shown on plate B-14.

22. The hydrol ogy and Reservoir Regul ati on Section prepares
nont hly operation reports and such other reports relative to the
reservoir operation as nay be necessary.

23. Qperation record.--The operation record of Whittier Narrows
Reservoir is nmaintained in the Hydrol ogy and Reservoir Regul ation
Section files. A provisional record of operation is subnmtted to the
Di vision office and tot he Chief of Engineers, using the forns on
plate B-15. The record is submitted by the 15th of each nonth and
contains data for the preceding nmonth. Daily flows at the foll ow ng
gaging stations pertinent to the operation of Wittier Narrows
Reservoir are published annually in the United States Ceol ogica
Survey water supply papers:




a. R o Hondo below Whittier Narrows Dam

b. Rio Hondo above Wittier Narrows Dam

c. San Gabriel River above Wiittier Narrows Dam

d. San Gabriel River bypass at Whittier Narrows Dam
e. Mssion Creek bel ow Whittier Narrows Dam

24. \Wather forecasts.--The Control Center in the district
of fice receives daily weather forecasts by teletype fromthe United
States Weat her Bureau office at the International Airport in Los
Angel s. Special forecasts are prepared when necessary. In addition to
t hese predictions, weather forecasts are received froma private
weat her service. Al forecasts are especially prepared for fl ood
control use and contain predictions of precipitation anounts.

25. Flood predictions.--For predicting runoff fromthe drai nage
area above Whittier Narrows Dam average recorded rainfall anounts,
unit hydrographs, upstreamflow data, and forecasts of rainfall are
used.

26. Studies in progress on planned.--Studies to inprove the
techni que of predicting runoff fromforecasted precipitation over the
drai nage area above Whittier Narrows Reservoir, utilizing an electronic
conputer are planned. It is essential that a reliable runoff pre-
diction be available before any deviation fromthe fixed operation
schedul e i s made.

27. Pertinent data.--Pertinent information and necessary
operating curves for Wiittier Narrows Dam not nentioned el sewhere in
this appendix, are listed in the follow ng tabulation

a. Table B-4, VWhittier Narrows fl ood-control reservoir
area and capacity table.

b. Plate B-16, Area and capacity curves, based on origina
survey of Dec. 1948 and bottom resurvey ending Mar. 1957.

c. Plate B-17, Rating curves, floodflow channel at
Rosenead Bl vd

d. Plate B-18, Spillway discharge curves, one 50'x29
gate.

e. Plate B-19, Qutlet discharge curves, on e 30" x19
gated outl et.

f. Plate B-20, Rating curve, Al hanbra Wash near
Kl i ngerman Street.

g. Plate B-21, Rating curve, Ri o Hondo bel ow Garvey Avenue.



h. Plate B-22, Rating curve, San Gabriel River at
Par kway Bri dge.

i. Plate B-23, Rating curve, R o Hondo bel ow Wiittier
Narr ows Dam

j. Plate B-24, Rating curve, San Gabriel River at Beverly
Boul evard.

k. Plate B-25, Rating curve, Ri o Hondo at Stewart and
Gray Road.

I. Plate B-26, Rating curve, Los Angel es River at
Fi rest one Boul evard.

m Plate B-27, Rating curve, Los Angeles River bel ow
Bel hart Street.

n. Plate B-28, Rating curve, San Gabriel River at
Fl orence Avenue.

o. Plate B-29, Rating curve, San Gabriel River at Spring

Street.

p. Plate B-30, Discharge curve, M ssion Creek upper 36"
gate.

g. Plate B-31, Discharge curve, Mssion Creek | ower 30"
gate.

r. Plate B-32, Rating curve, Mssion Creek bel ow Wiittier
Narr ows Dam

s. Plate B-33, Rating curve, 36" gate (diversion of
rising water).

t. Plate B-34, Rating curve, floodflow channel at
San Gabriel River.

28. Five large upstreamreservoirs affect floodflows into
VWhittier Narrows Reservoir. Pertinent curves used for the operation of
t heses reservoirs are shown on the follow ng pl ates:

a. Plate B-35, Operating curves, Santa Fe fl ood-control
reservoir.

b. Plate B-36, Qperating curves, Mrris Dam

c. Plate B-37, Operating curves, San Gabriel flood-control
reservoir.



d. Plate B-38, Operating curves, Cogswell flood-control
reservoir.

e. Plate B-39, Operating curves, Puddingstone fl ood-
control reservoir.

B-10



Table B~}

¥hittier Narrows flood-control reservoir outlet gate operation schedule for ultimate

operation plan*

Fhen reservoir

1

H H 1
Step water surfece ¢ Gate setting for getes as indiocated Outlet t Downstreenm
Ko, ! is between t : discharge t page heipght
i elevations : No.1l ¢ No. 2 t No. 3 * Ko, 4 ¢ 3
H 7 1 : H : H
H Fget mbove : Feet of : Feeat of ¢ Feet of : Fesat of : Cubic feet :
_ rean sea level : opening t opening : opening : opening : per sscond t Foet
l.o000.: 184.0 - 196.0 jFor conservation operation see tableC-l t
Zenvenss 198.0 - 208.7 : 15.0 19.0 ¢ 19,0 : 19-0 H 13,800 - 40,900 H 8021 - 13.86
_ 3 H $ : s t ]
Becveesl  208.7 - 209.8 : 19.0 ¢+ [16.2]: [315.2]: 19,0 = 39,000 ~ 41,000 & 13.34 - 135.68
4ecseeet  209.8 = 211.2 ¢ [35.7]:  16.2 :  15.2 :  [15.7]: 39,000 = 43,000 : 13,34 - 13.68
H H H H : : H
Bueeess: 211,2 - 212.9 : |13.5]: 5,2 : 5,2 ¢ [13,5]: 39,000 « 41,000 : 13.34 - 13.68
P | 212,89 ~ 214,7 : 13,5 1 113.2 )1 ’13.2 H 13.5 ¢ 39,000 - 41,000 : 135,34 -= 13.68
H H - H H H H t
Tosesess 2147 - 217.0 t+ [12,0]): 13.2 1 13.2 ¢ [1270]: 39,000 = 41,000 s 15.34 - 13,68
B.. senel 21700 - 219.5 H 1200 H Lll.ﬂ’: lll.Bit 12.0 t 39.000 - 41.000 H 15.54 - 13-68
H H H : : H H
Sesesses 219,56 =« 221,89 1 [10.6}: 11.8 = 11,8 : 10,6 j¢ 39,000 - 41,000 @ 15,34 - 13,68
10¢0esst 221.9 - 224,7 :  10.6 ¢+ [10,3]t 110.31t - 10.6 : 39,000 - 41,000 : 13,34 - 13.68
H H : : 2 H . t
1leceeot  224.7 - 227.5 3 [ 8.3]: 10,3 : 10,83 ¢+ [ 9.4 39,100 - 21,000 & 13,36 = 13,68
12.--..’ 227.5 - 230.5 B 9.4 : I 9.2_13 ! 9‘2!3 9.4 3 39'100 - 41,m0 1 15‘86 - 15 068
t 1 1 : 3 s 1
18.....:  230.56 - 234.2 ¢ [ 8.4]: 8.2 ¢ 9.2 : 8.4]1 39,000 - 41,000 s 13,34 - 13.68
Idseveet 234.2 ~ 239.0 : 8.4 : {B,3[: | B.,3]: B.4 ¢ 59,100 ~ 41,400 1 13,36 = 13.76
H ' H 2 H 1 L
* Schedule applicable for rising or felling steges.
OUTIETS
(Looking downstream)
)| 2 3 4
El. 184.0

All outlets 30'x1ot

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Communicatlons with the district office existing.

. Notify the hydraulic operations center when & gete
change will be required acocording to the sphedule.

b. To report gate settinge, while operating on sched-
ule, give the applicable step nurber only.

o, Notify the hydreulio operations center if uneble to
set the gates as Instructed.

2. Communications with the district office interrupted.

a. Follow the gate operation schedule.

bs If one or more of the gates cannot be operated, ad-
Just the remaining getes gradually end uniformly until the down-
streem gage heipht eprees with scheduled values. Keep & dlose
check on gege height and change the gate openings as of'ten as
required, If the downastreem gage height is not obtalnable,
edjust the gates that are funotioning so that the sum of the
gate openings will equal the sum of the openings shown in the
schedule.

February 1967 -
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Table B-2

Whittier Narrows flocd-control reservoir spillway gate operation schedule=»

: When reservoir N :
Step + water surfmce Gute seotting for gates as indicated H Computed @ Downsiream
No. 1 iz between 3 s discharge : gege height
1 elevations + No, 1 : No. 2 s No. 3 : No.#& : Wn. & : Ho. 6 : No. 7T : No.8 : HNos 9 1
: ! 1 3 : 1 3 : : : ! !
: Feet above : Feet of 3 Feet of 1 Feet of : Feet of 1 Feet of 3 Feet of : Feet of : Feet of 1 Feet of : Cubic feet
: mean set ievel : opening : opening s opening : opening : opening s opening i1 opening : opening : opening t per second ¢ Feet
:.co.ol 200.0 - 206 .0 H **2.1 H O H 0 3 **2-1 H 0 H .*201 1 0 H 0 H *.2.1 3 0 - 5,250 1 0 - 9.70
Ceanei 206.0 - 207.4 H |105|3 0 : C: 2.1 H 03 2.1 H (EI 0 H 4.?50 - 5.250 H 9.58 - 9'70
: ] ] H H H 1 : T H t H
Sevess 2074 = 209.2 1@ 1.5 1 0 : 0 1 1.5] 3 0 : 1.5 ¢ C s 0 1.5 1 4,750 - 5,250 : 9,58 - 9,70
4....’ 209.2 - 21110 H 1.5 } 0 : O H 1.3 4 0 $ 1.3 H 0 14 0 1 1.5 H 4’750 - 5'250 H 9.58 - 9.70
t 5 H H 1 H : t ! 1 1 % 1
Beesst 211,60 =F  214.0 : y_?g) t 03 0 s 1,3 ¢ 0 : 1,3 3 0 0 s 1,2]: 4,750 = 5,250 1 9,58 - 9.70
6ueeet 214,0 - 217.0 3 2 s 0 1 o+ [1.0]: 0: [1.0]: 0 : 0 : 1.2 1 4,750 - 5,250 : 9.56 - 9,70
: ] ! 3 t H H ! : 1 : ]
Tevaat 2170 = 215.0 = 1.0| ¢ [V G 1.0 0 1.0 s 0: 0 1,0[(¢ 4,750 - 5,250 1 9.68 - 8,70
BII.C: 219-0 - 221.0 H | 0.8| = 0 = 0 = 1.0 H U : 1.0 H 0 H 0 - 0.8 H 4’750 - 5'250 H 9.58 9.70
3 : : ] : : t ] ! 1 : 1
Qasast 2210 ~ 223.8 0.7T| ¢ 0 : 0 1.0 ¢ O 1.0 s 0 : 0 0,7{: 4,750 - 5,250 1 9,68 - 8,70
10,441 223.8 = 226.4 1 0.8}1 013 01 1,0 3 0 1,0 1 01 Q: 0.6]t 4,750 - 5,250 1 9,58 = 8,70
' H s 1 t 1 t H t t : 1
11...' 226.4 - 228.0 1 0.5 H 0 H O 1.0 H 0z 100 H O H 0O 3 0.5 H 4.750 - 5’250 t 9058 - 9.70
120008 228.0 « #*%228,5 ¢ Dot ¢ (***) ¢ (exx) 1.0 3 (**%) 3 1.0 1 (**%) 3 (w=+) O.4{: 4,750 - 5,250 t 9,58 = 9,70
3 ] ] 3 $ t H s 3 3 3 3,
*  Schedule applicable for rising or falling stages.
** Gates No. 1, 4, 6, and 9 set at 1.6 prior to arriwl of dam tender,
*** Automatic gate operation commences at elewation 228.5.
INSTRUCTIONS
SPILIWAY 1., Communications with the district office, existing.

(Looking downstream)

be required according to the schedule,

El. 200

All gates 50'x29°

I 5 I 6 I 7 8 9 applicable step number only.,

es instructed.

2. .Communications with the district office, interrupted,

6, rollow the gate operaticn scheduls.

8. HNotify the hydraulic operations cenber when & gate change will
b. To report gate settings, while opersting on schedule, give the

e. Notify the hydraulic operations center if unable to set the gates

b. If one or more of the gates cannot be cperated, adjust the re-

meining gates graduslly and uniformly until the downstream page height agrees
with scheduled values, Keep a close check on gage helght and change the gate
openings as often as required., If the downstream gage height is not obtain-

able, adjust the gates that are functioning so that the sum of the gate
openings will equal the sum of the openings shown in the scheduls,

B-13
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Table B-8

Swmary of flood routings, flood control operstion plan

s Modified t 16-18 T Heservolr t way
Location and items 1t 2-3 March : January @ domign 1 désign
s 1838 flood ¢ 1852 flood ¢+ flood ¢ flood
1 1 1 ]
Whittlier Narrowe Dem: ! t 1 s
Rio Hondo~- 1 ' 3 s
Maximium InfloW..ssseconssacsscevessvnsnesBefoBoet 20,500 6,500 i #31,000 3#148.000
Maximim oubfloW,.esesvsoncassenveassncasalsl el ont 58,500 t 16,000 |} 40.000 1 ‘o.(m
Maximum o8, W.-85. 0levation.eseessfts, m.8,1,.¢’" 207.9 197.4 1 228.5 3 234.0
San Gabriel River-- t ' 1 '
Moximum Infl1oWeesserssovescsacecnceracosBefoBect 26,000 1 15,800 +  #51,000 :#$158,000
Maximum oubf)low,eecsesnrccscosesavnccssseCalagaes 0 0 $00 1 261,000
I&ximl.tn Mg, W,-8. elomtion.......ft., m.B.l.o! 210.4 t ‘205.2 r 228.5 _8 234.0 - ’
L t 3 3 §
' t t ! H
Hangen Dem:s* 1 1 ] ]
¥aximum 1n‘f10'.-...uuu..-..............c.f.aut 4:8.500 H 3,000 t 5‘.‘) 4 (“‘;
Motimum outfloOWeesossasssansssasnnensscensCalollyst 20.200 H 6,000 H “.)  } (“‘
Meximum res. w.-s. OIBﬂtion...uuuf't.. MueBelest 1.052.8 H 1,013.4 (“‘) t “‘)
| | L] L]
1 [ 4 ] ’_-;!?_
Sepulveds Dams** s 1 ' 3
Maximum i.nfld'oo.o.oooooooulotucooolooo.oonofolotl 13.1(1) | 12.700 | (‘*‘, ] (‘“)
Maximan O\ltflo'co.ttonoo.u.tot.noooooocoooO.fuﬂ.ol 11.“’0 11,500 ] (“.) | | (.";
mm‘l‘ TO8, W3, olomtionu.......ft.. HeBeles? TOZ.T 2 604,7 ("’.) $ (“‘
i L ] $ 3
t 4 $ $
los Angeles River peak discharge: ! t : I
Below the R:I.o KOMO.-....loootc.-oooco.oooOora'-ct 78.@ t 46,000 t (“.) | E..‘; ’
- Near mout’.h..u.-.......ou.u...u........o.f.n..t 79,000 H 55.000 H ("‘J f b -
: t 1 t ¥

*+ Elevatien of Misaion Creek pool,

*s Hansen and 8epulveda Dams operated acoording to revised interim operetion plan.

*23 Not tebulated since routing was made to show opermtion at Whittier Marrows Dem only.
# Combined peak inflow 70,000 ouble feet per second.

## Combined peak inflow 305,000 cubic feet per esocond,



Tablse B-4
Whittier Narrows flood-scontrol ressrvoir ares amt sapmoity table

T t

'] ] Capaolty

' 1 )

Blevation o Arwe total : : 3
© g Tewmerwir Tatal s+ Rio Eomdo ¢ Missico Cresk 1 San Gabriel

) 1 ressrvoir 5 pxl 1 pool ' peol

) [ s % t

H ¢ t L | i ] $

Fool abowm t T T - ] t
mean fen lewl 3 Aores t Aore-Test ! Acre=feat t Aore-fest t Aere=fout

184 1 0 t 4] ] [4] ] [4] ' ]
186 1 12 T [} [ 8 1 o] 1 o
188 1 25 1 26 H 26 : +] t [}
187 ] b3 ? 67 T &7 ] [+] * 4]
1a8 ] 81 131 ¢ 131 t 4] 1 ]
p1.14 ] 8 1 218 ] 218 1 Q ] [+]
100 H 117 s 330 t 329 1 1 ) Q
181 : 133 ' 466 * 463 ] 2 [ 0
192 ' 148 1 586 T 590 ' ] 1 0
193 5 180 t T4Y H 137 t 10 ' [+
14 1 17l : Sle H B9 s 18 H 4]
pi-1 3 t les ] 1,083 t 1,086 1 28 T 4]
198 t 200 [ 1,285 1 1,242 ] [ %] t [+]
197 [ 223 t 1,488 1 1,434 [ 82 ] [+]
1908 ] 248 ] 1,751 1 1,642 t Bg ' [}
199 t 263 ] 1,988 [l 1,886 I 120 1 4]
200 [ 280 s 2,287 t 2,097 1 180 t o
201 [ 2 t 2.b4% 1 2,340 t 204 t B
202 ' 325 t 2,881 t 2,693 t 266 t 12
203 T 555 t 3,198 ] 2,867 1 316 ¥ H
204 1 386 [ 3,589 ] 3,136 t 389 ] 45
208 ] 438 t 3,079 t 3,436 H ATS 3 Tl
208 t 489 ] 4,445 T 3, 764 ] 580 T 101
W7 T BTT t 4,081 1 4,117 1 T27 1 137
208 t 868 s 5,599 1 4,480 ' 928 1 18l
209 H TZ4 t 8,287 ] 4,868 ] 1,165 ] 254
21c ] ™I ] 7,047 t 5,518 t 1,458 t zub
211 t 845 ] 7.882 Y 6,768 ] 1,736 t 354
2)2 .t 208 & 8, T36 1 6,259 ¥ 2,064 ] 443
213 t 72 1 9,876 3 6,738 1 2,408 s 532
214 t 1,038 1 10,680 ' {») 1 (»} 1 {=)
215 t 1,114 t 11, 780 t ('; : {*) [ (‘}
218 % 1,190 ' 12,908 * {» ' {*) : (=
217 1 1,273 s 14,158 ' {*) s (»} ' ()
218 1 1, 356 t 15,454 t {») 1 (*} t (*}
21% 1 1,645 1 16,834 ! (=) ' {*} N (=}
220 t 1,634 ' 1B, 345 ) (*} % (*) 1 (=)
221 * 1,812 t 19,540 ] (*) P ("} 1 (»)
222 ' 1,690 H 21,569 5 {*) t (*) 1 {*)
228 : 1,809 t 23,312 1 {*} 1 {*} t {»)
24 1 1,928 ' 26,187 s {*) ' (*) ¢ (s}
228 ' 2,082 ] 27,183 1 {») ' {*) ' (*)
226 —. 2,136 ' 29,261 ' (+) ' (*) y o (*)
227 t 2,242 ' 31,428 t (*) 1 {*) : {*)
228 1 2,548 1 55,754 1 (= 1 (=} 1 {*}
229 ' AT ' 36,160 1 (= 1 (=) 1 (=)
230 1 2,595 s 85,88] 1 (» [ () 1 (*)
231 1 2,738 t 41,340 ' {*} : (*) s ()
232 ' 2,878 ' 44,150 : (*) s (*) s (*)
253 [ 2,998 s 47,000 [ (=) s (»} ' [";
234 : 3,120 : 60, 160 s {*) 1 {*} s (*
255 ' 5,229 ' 53,380 ' (») ' {*) e (*)
238 ' 3,55 * 58,810 s (Oi ' ("; s (';
237 ' 3,435 ' $9,970 1 (= 1 (* ' {»
238 P 3,631 2 63,480 ' (*) ' (*} ' (*}
259 ' 3,853 ' 87,060 ' (») ' (*) v (*)
240 ) 5,734 ' 0, 740 ' () : {*} 1 {»)

$ 1 1 s )

* Abrwve slewation 213 pools becoms af one reserwir,
B-17 b



COEPE QT ENGINEIRS
{ .

NORMAL ORGANIZATION FOR WHITITIER NARROWS RESERVOIR REGULATION

Digtrict
Engineer

Planning and
Heports Branch

L]

Hydrology and
i Kes: heg. Section v |

|

Reservoir Rydrography
Regulation Group Unit

Whittier Narrows i

¥~ Reservoir

los Angeles County Drainage Area -
NOTE.--See plate B-2 for . Reservoir Regulation Manual :
names and telephone numbers. . Whittier Narrows F.-C. Reservoir

+ NORMAL ORGANIZATION,

Office of the District Engineer
Los Angeles, California

- To accompany report dtdsl Oct, 1957
PLATE B-1



ST

WHITTIER NARROWS RESERV(OIR, I0S ANGELES COUNTY DRAINAGE ARFA
PERSONNEL, CONCERNED WITH OPERATION DURING NORMAL PERIODS

- , ; !

TITLE ‘ NAME | OFFICE PHONE '!- HOME PHONE
| . TUcker 1311, Ext. 311 i
District Enpineer - Newton, C, T., Col. ' After duty hours: ~ NOrmandy 3-5613
; : TUcker 4760 :
. Chief, Engineering Division Thompson, H, W, " TUcker 1311, Fxt, L93  DIckens 3-7062
| t ) i
' Chief, Plaming and . Cramer, S. F, TUcker 1311, Ext. 502 - SYcamore L-5663

Reporta Branch

L
! TUcker 1311, Ext. L9l
After duty hours: | CItrus 1-L772

j :
} Chief, Hydrology and ! Tatum, F, E.
i TUcker 51kl

' Res, Reg, Section
e e e - R ]

-; TUcker 1311, Ext. 3LS ;
fChief, Reservolir Regulation levin, G. B. After duty hours: : ATlantic 0-9879
! Group TUcker 511

TUcker 1211, Ext. 3hL7

?Chief, Hydrography Unit Hauser, D, P, After duty hours: i Clinton 7-2370
a TUcker 5141

3

i Dam Tender,
. Whittier Narrows
| F.-C. Reservoir

Control houss

e e i — e



COBPS OF ENGINEERS *

ORGANIZATION DURING FLOQD EMERGENCIES FOR WHITTIER NARROWS
RESERVOIR BEGUIATION

District

Enginesring

Division

Plaming and
Reporis Branch

§ .
i Hydraulic Operations

B

Center

Control Growp

Flood-Prediction Onit
Dam-Operation Unit

River-Patrol Unit
Los Angeles River:
Long Beach Bivd,
to PF. E. Bridge.

San Gabriel River:
Whittier Narrowms
Dam to Floarence
Avea.

NOTE.--See plate B-4 for

names and telephone nmumbers.

Hydrography Group

Stream-~Gaging Unit:
Rio Hondo below
Garvay Ave.

Rio Hondo below
Wnittier Narrous

Dam

Floodflow channel at
Rosemead Blvd.

San QGabriel River
at Parkway Bridge.

los Angeles GountLDraimge Area
Regervoir Regu :
Whittler Narrows F.-C. Remervoir

ORCANI ZATI ON DURING
FLOOD EMERGENCIES

Offiﬁga of the District Engineer

To accompany repor't. dtd 1 0ot. 1957

m—h g by o i i P e Tk o

PLATE B~-3
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WHITTIER NARROWS RESERVOIR, LOS ANGELES COUNTY DRAINAGE AREA
FERSONNEL CONCERNED WITH OFERATION DURING FLOOD EMERGENCIES

TITLE

bistrict Engineer

Chief, Engineering Division

Chief, Plaming and
Reports Branch

Chief, Hydraulic Operations
Center

Chief, Control Group

Chief, Hydrography Grouﬁ

——
3

[
NAME

Newton, C. T., Col,

Thompson, H, W,

Cramer, S, F,

Tatum, ¥, E.

Levin, G. B.

Hauser, D, P,

OFFICE PHONE

TUcker 1311, Ext,
After duty hours:
TUcker L760

TUcker 1311, Ext,

TUcker 1311, Ext.

‘I'Ucker 1311 ¥ Ext .
After duty hours:
TUcker 51L1

TUcker 1311, Ext,
After duty hours:
TUcker 51kl

TUcker 1311, Ext.
After duty hours:
TUcker 51h1

EaRA

193

502

h91

345

3h7

HOME PHONE

NOrmandy 3-6613

DIckena 3-7062

SYcamore L-5663

CItrus 1-L772

ATlantic 0-9879

CLinton 7-2370
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Ultimate Operation .
Los Angeles, California

- |To accompany report dtdslOct. 1967
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PART C
CONSERVATI ON USE AND OPERATI ON FCOR DI VERSI ON OF WATER

VWH TTI ER NARROAS FLOCD- CONTRCL RESERVO R
SAN GABRI EL RI VER BASI N, CALI F.

1. Authority.--Authority for conservation operation at Wittier
Narrows Reservoir is contained in the 2d endorsenent fromthe O fice,
Chi ef of Engineers, dated 18 Cctober 1956 to basin letter fromthis
of fice, subject: "Conservation Storage in VWittier Narrows Dam
Project," dated 12 Septenber 1956.

2. Operational requirenents.--Conservation operation at Wittier
Narrows Reservoir is acconplished in accordance with regul ati ons
cont ai ned herein to achieve the follow ng objectives:

a. To pass the normal flow of the San Gabriel River, up to
5,000 cubic feet per second, through the spillway gates to satisfy
exi sting downstream water rights.

b. To pass rising water flows in M ssion Creek through the
damin accordance with the desires of |ocal interests.

c. To divert rising water flows (up to 50 cubic feet per
second) fromthe R o Hondo approach channel through the 36-inch diver-
sion conduit in the left abutnment of the outlet works to the origina
Ri o Hondo channel behind the | eft bank of the concrete outlet channel

d. To develop, during the stormrunoff, a conservation poo
for downstream spreadi ng by the Los Angel es County Flood Contro
District. This pool is devel oped above the Rio Hondo outlets to
el evation 195.5 (about 1,000 acre-feet) during rising stages by
l[imting the outflows to an average of 600 cubic feet per second. It
is mai ntai ned by making outflow equal inflow up to a conbined R o Hondo
and fl ood flow channel inflow of 10,000 cubic feet per second. A
conservation pool is again devel oped to elevation 195.5 during falling
stages when the inflow recedes to 10,000 cubic feet per second. This
pool is maintai ned by maki ng outfl ow approxi mately equal to inflow
until the inflow recedes to 600 cubic feet per second.

3. The above operational requirenents are necessary to satisfy
downstream water rights and to conpensate for the normal percolation in
the Ri o Hondo channel that occurred prior to construction of the
concrete-lined channel below the dam

4. Cooperation with other agencies.--The Los Angel es County Fl ood
Control District is the representative of the various water users
af fected by the operation of the Wiittier Narrows project. This




of fice and that organi zation are connected by tel etype and
a direct private tel ephone line to assure uninterrupted
conmuni cati ons for flood control and conservation operation
of Whittier Narrows Reservoir.

5. The Los Angel es County Flood Control District
operates the R o Hondo Coastal Basin spreading grounds down-
streamfromthe reservoir (pl. A-12). Diversion of |ow
flows into the spreading grounds is affected by neans of a
headwor ks consisting of 3 tainter gates in the floodfl ow
channel and 4 slide gates in the left |evee. The tainter
gates are kept in a fully raised position, (above the
channel ) except when the spreadi ng grounds are bei ng operated.
An operator fromthe Los Angeles Country Flood Control District
is required to be on duty whenever the tainter gates are
closed. A direct-line tel ephone has been installed between
t he di versi on headworks and the outlet control house at the
dam so t hat operations during spreading periods can be co-
or di nat ed.

6. Conservation operation.--Wittier Narrows Reservoir is
operated for conservation as follows:

a. Spillway gates Nos. 1, 4, 6 and 9 are open 1.6
feet and the other gates are closed prior to the occurrence
of a storm These gate settings restrict the discharge to
5,000 cubic feet per second at reservoir water-surface
el evation 208 (sill of floodflow channel) in the event that
an unexpected flash flood should occur prior to the arriva
of the operator for the spillway gates. This is required for
downstream protection until the channel is constructed. At
the beginning of a storm gates Nos. 1, 4, 6, and 9 are set
at 2.1 feet and remain at that opening until the reservoir
wat er surface reaches el evation 206.0 feet (outflow approximately
5,000 cubic feet per second). Wien the water surface exceeds
el evation 206.0 feet, the gates are operated so as to limt
outflowinto the San Gabriel River to 5,000 cubic feet per
second (table B-2).

b. The M ssion Creek conduit is used to pass rising
wat er through the damin accordance with the desires of |oca
interests. They have requested that flows be linmted to 5
cubic feet per second during storns. Wen heavy runoff is
occurring, the gate at the intake structure of the conduit is
closed to prevent water with high silt content fromentering
M ssion Creek. This gate can be operated until the reservoir



wat er surface reaches el evation 202.5 feet, above which

the gate control becones inundated. (If flows have not been
throttled before the gate control is inundated, emergency
control can be effected by closing the slide gate in the
access gallery at the downstream end of the conduit.)

c. The outlet works and diversion conduit through
the left abutment of the outlet works are operated to divert
rising water fromthe R o Hondo approach channel into the
original R o Hondo channel behind the left |evee of the con-
crete floodfl ow channel. The di ke extendi ng upstream from
the left pier directs low flows through the left gate (gate
No. 1). Nornmamlly, gate No. 1 is closed and the gate on the
36-inch diversion conduit is open. Under this system of
operation, the depth of water in the approach channel above
the left gate will provide sufficient head to insure passage
of 50 cubic feet per second through the conduit before over-
toppi ng of the diversion dike occurs (elev. 188 feet).

Aut omat i c equi prrent has been installed on gate No. 1 so that

in an energency it will rise automatically to the norma
position for flood operation whenever the reservoir pool reaches
el evation 189 feet. It will automatically close to conserve

wat er when the pool recedes to elevation 187 feet. The gate
on the 36-inch diversion conduit is closed during high flows.

d. The Rio Hondo outlet gates are operated to con-
serve stormrunoff by devel opi ng a conservati on pool to ele-
vation 195.5, when the inflowis 10,000 cubic feet per second
or less, during rising of falling stages. Wen the inflowre-
cedes to 600 cubic feet per second, the pool is drained at that
rate. During operations for conservation, a qualified engi neer
fromthe Los Angeles District will direct gate operations from
the District Ofice, or fromthe damif conmmunicati ons shoul d
fail. Al gate changes will be coordinated with the Los Angel es
County Flood Control District's dispatch office and R o Hondo
di ver si on headwor ks.

(1) During rising stages, the gate operation
schedul e for conservation shown in table C1 is followed. Under
this operation plan, releases are restricted to an average of
600 cubic feet per second (capacity of spreading grounds) to
wat er-surface el evation 194.5. Above this elevation, rel eases
are gradually increased to 10,000 cubic feet per second at
wat er-surface elevation 195.5. |If the inflow exceeds 10, 000
cubic feet per second, causing the water-surface elevation to
rise above 195.5, the outlet gates are fully opened and the
current fl ood-operations schedul e foll owed.

(2) During falling stages, the current fl ood-
operations schedule is followed in reverse to water-surface



el evation 195.5. Between water-surface elevations 195.5 and 193.5,
the outlet gates remain fully open. |[If the water-surface falls be-
low 193.5, indicating that the inflow has receded to 10,000 cubic

feet per second, a conservation pool is developed to elevation 195.5
and mai ntai ned by maki ng outfl ow approxi mately equal inflow. The out-
flowis determined fromthe conbined i nfl ow as nmeasured at gagi ng
stations |ocated on Al hanbra Wash near Klingerman Street, on the R o
Hondo bel ow Garvey Avenue, and on the fl oodfl ow channel at Rosenead
Boul evard. This inflowis plotted and extrapol ated one period to
determ ne required outflow Average inflow may be computed using

st orage change and outflow. Wen the inflow recedes to under 600 cubic
feet per second, the pool is drained at that rate. After the inflow
recedes to 100 cubic feet per second or |less, gate No. 1 nmay be
closed, if the Los Angel es County Flood Control District requests
such a closure, to facilitate diversion of water through the 36-inch
di version conduit.
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Whittier Narrows Dam and Reserv

Request for Trial Implementatic

of Alterations in the Operatior

Schedule of Qutlet Gates

Col. Hugh G. Robinscen

Distriet Engineer

TU.5. &roy Engineer Distriet, los Angeles
300 North Ios Angeles Street

los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Colonel Robinson:

The current drought in Northern Califormia and- the less than normzl rainfall
amounts State-wide cause us to propose the immediate implementation of an
additionzl eonservation measure that we have been investigating., This
propesal, which can be readily implemented, is to reduce the amount of

storm run-o0ff reaching the ocean through the Rio bonde and San Gabriel
River Chamnmnels.

In past years, storm run-off in amounts averaging 15,000 acre-feet per year
have been released from Whittier Narrows Dem to the San Gabriel River znd

have been "wasted" to the occean. This "wasted" water could have been con-
gerved if the flow rates had been equal to or less than the intake capacity

of the San Gabriel River Coastal Basin Spreading Grounds plus the infiltration
capacity of the San Gabriel River from the Whititier Narrows Dam to Florence

Avenue., Whenever the flow rates exceed about 300 cfs, weter is "wasted" to
the ocean.

During periods of "wasting" water to the ocean on the San Gabriel River
system, the Rio Hondo spreading system offen had additional capacity for
conservation., BPeecause of this condition, we undertock a study on minimizing
the ™waste" by changineg gate operations at Whittier Narrows Iem and diverting
storm water from the San Gabriel River to the Fio Hondo system,

Toe theoretical computations for the study have been completed and a report

is now in the prepara'bion stage, The results of the study indicate that the
2Verage anmual conservation benefit attributable to our proposed gate opera-
tions is about 3,000 acre-feet of local water. Under current water values,
the savings to water users is about $150,000 per year and even greater savings
&re anticipated in the future as the water costs have been projected to more
than double. One of the criteria of our study was to not change the flood
Touting through the Whittier Narrows Reservoir during major. storms.

2Q
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Col. Hugh G. Reobinson
Page 2
February 22, 1977

. Based on 'the results of ocur study, we are requesting that changes in the gzte

operation schedules of the San Gabriel River and the Ric Honde be implemented
during the 1976-77 storm seascon. This schedule will allow diverting excess
eonservable water from the San Gabriel River system to the Rio Hondo Conserva-
+ion Pocl, At the Rio Hondo side, we propose a revised conservation relezse
schedule averaging 700 cfs, This will permit more conservation at the down-
stream facilities before flood releases are made from the dam which would
bypass the Rio Hondo Coastzl Basin Spreading Grounds.

We have discussed this proposal with Mr. Robert Land, Chief of your Operation
Eranch, who-has been very ccoperative in assisting with our conservation
program. _ .

Enclosed is our proposed operation schedule for the Whittier Narrows Reservoir,
If you have any questions regarding this proposal, please contact
Mr. C. J. Reinhard at 226-4381.

Yours very truiy,

A. E, Bruington, Cnief Engineer
ERL:go
Ene,

ce: M-, William M. Whiteside, Secretary (Enec.)
San Gabriel Vzlley Protective Association.
P.0. Box 1026, Perry Amnex
- VWhittier, C& 90603

Addressee (2)
Eydraulic ‘//
Water Conservation {3) (Messrs. Ostrem and Reinhard¥ W/C Files)

3
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LOS ANGELES DISTRICT, CORSS

. 0. BOX 2711
LOS ANGELES., CALIFORNIA POOSS

SPLOD-0

28 March 1977

v 4T
Mr. A. E. Bruington, Chief Engineer TG
Los Angeles County Flood Contre! District
P.0. Box 2418, Terminal Annex
Los Angeles, California 9005!

Dear Mr. Bruington:

Please . refer to vyour File No. 70.4}, Whittier Narrows Dam and Reservoir,

Request for Trial Implementation of Alterations in the Operations Schedule
of Outliet Gates.

We have reviewed your proposed operation plan and agree it wil! save a sub-
stantial amount of water that would ordinariiy be "wasted" to the ocean. The
plan shoutd be implemented, on & trial basis, This coming flood seascn.
However, to insure proper operation of the L. A. Telemetry System, the
operation of gates Nos. 2, 3, 5 & 7 is recommended as shown on Whittier

Narrows Flood Control Reservoir Spillway Gate Operation Scheduie for San
Gabriel Conservation Pool.

Under certain storage conditions in San Gabriel and Cogswell Dams, water
could be stored behind Santa Fe Dam for conservation purposas. The con-
servation plan, as outlined in the Santa Fe Reservoir Regulation Manual .
could be implemented at the beginning of next flood season aiong with the
Whittier Narrows plan. Los Angeles County Flood Control District personnel
could operate Santa Fe Dam for conservation in a manner similar fo their
conservation operation of Whittier Narrows Dam. The details of operation
can be worked out prior to next flood season.

While implementing the above interim plans, the Los Angeles County Flood
Control District and the Corps could look into tThe possibility of infringing
stightiy upon fiocod control storage on +the San Gabriel River system with tThe
idea of greatly improving water conservation benefits.

Please contact Mr. Robert Land at (213) €BB-5620, to establish conservation
operating criteria for Santa Fe Dam and to initiate discussions on the addi-
tional conservat¥on.

o : P Sinceraly yours,

HUGH G. ROBINSON

J CoL, CE
] : ) ) District Engineer
g 2726

dab ot
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OD CONTROL DISTRICT

PO BOX 2418 TERMINAL ANNEX
LOS ANGELES. CALIFDRNIA 90051

- ) ASE T CW EF DEPTTS EMG ~IE¥E
. . 4101
4 I BRUINGTON TELEFNONT 226-410 oo = e
EMICF ENSINELR CHEISTE® MAGNESS
' JOMN W TETTEMER
SOWARD M HAILE June 2, 1977

Lo EF EERLUYY EPHGINIES ADMINIETRATIVE DERFL ™Y
. JAMEE T DaviE

IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO

FILE MO 70 . 4]

Whittier Narrows Dam

and Reservoir

Request for Impiementation
.of 2,500 Acre-Foot Pool

Col. Hugh &. Robinson

District Engineer

U.S. Army Engineer District, Los Angeles
300 North Los Angeles Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Colonel Robinson:

The Flood Control District proposes to enlarge the conservation pool at
Whittier Narrows Dam and Reservoir. The results of our study, in
conjunction with the recently implemented alterations in the operation
schedule of outlet gates, indicate that enlarging the storage capacity
to 2,500 acre-feet will result in an average annual water conservation
benefit of about 4,500 acre-feet or a savings to water users of about
$225,000 per year at current water values.

The 1,000 acre-foot conservation pool, for which we currently have a
license, inundates the area west of Rosemead Boulevard and south of
San Gabriel Boulevard below Elevation 194,5 feet. The proposed
2,500 acre-foot pool would inundate that same area up to

Elevation 201.6 feet. Inundation areas and improvements needed to
be made by the District are shown on the enclosed “"Map A“.

The existing 0i1 wells and any other structures within the proposed
inundation area will need to be protected by earth levees except as
noted below. These levees will be constructed to Elevation 205 feet,
providing more than 3 feet of freeboard (approximately 900 acre-feet
of additional available storage) above the proposed maximum water

surface elevation. The approximate locations of these levees are
shown on enclosed “Map A".

One well, Century 0il1 Management Company Well No. 1A, located south
of the fiood flow channel, is too distant from the bulk of the others
for a Tevee protection to be practical. The most economic alternate
appears to be raising the well. The concrete pads for Century 011
Management Company Well Nos. 21 and 22 are presently at

Elevations 204.2 feet and 205.0 feet, respectively, and are considered
protected "as is". '

A3
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Col. Hugh G. Robinson
Page 2

9

June 2, 1977

Suitable material for use in constructing the protective levees is
available from within the existing 1,000 acre-foot area. We propose
using the grading plan from the previous clean-out operations as the
basis for removal of materiai.

Based on the results of our study, we are requesting that (1) your
office make an evaluation of the flood routing through the reservoir
for your "Project Flood" with a 2,500 acre-foot conservation pool and
(2) negotiations be started by your Real Estate Division with the 0il
companies and other parties presently under lease with your department.
Assistance will pbe provided by our staff in these negotiations through
explanations of the concepts, Gate operation schedules for the

Rio Hondo and San Gabriel River were developed as part of our study

to enlarge the conservation pool and are enclosed for your review..

This project has been included in our 1977-78 Budget request and may

be eligible for funding by the Economic Development Administration (EDA)
through the Local Public Works Employment Act (LPW) as a drought project.
In order to meet LPW criteria, this project must be ready for construction
not later than August 1977. This accelerated timetable requires approval
of the design and environmental assessment parameters by your department

not later than mid-dune. The following parameters are currently being
used in our design phase: :

Pool operating water surface elevation 201.6 feet
Levee top elevations ' 205.0 fest

Levee side slopes (subject to pending soils analysis) 2%:1

The storm of May 8-10, 1977 provided an excellent opportunity to review
the benefit attributable to the recently implemented gate operations
changes. During this storm alone, approximately 3,000 acre-feet of
water flowed into the conservation pool from the San Gabriel River at
rates up to 3,000 cfs. Only about 750 acre-feet of excess water was
"wasted" to the ocean. Without this new operation, however,

3,000 acre-feet would have been "wasted". Therefore, the net benefit
attributable to the new gate operation schedules was 2,250 acre-feet.

We certainly appreciate the cooperation given the Flood Control District

in our conservation efforts and look forward to establishing conservation
pians at other facilities.

TS
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Col. Hugh Robinson
Page 3
June 2, 1977

Enclosed are copies of our proposed gate operation schedules for the
Rio Hondo and San Gabriel River and a map showing levee locations and

inundation areas. If you have any questions regarding this proposal,
please contact Mr. C. J. Reinhard at 226-4381. -

Yours very truly,

" For and in the absence of
A. E, Bruington, Chief Engineer

Howard H. Haile
Chief Deputy Engineer

BRL:go

Enc. 3

cce

Mr. Willijam M. Whiteside, Secretary (Enc. 3)
San Gabriel Valley Protective Association
P.0, Box 1026, Perry Annex

Whittier, CA 90603 '

Addressee (2}

Mr. Hall

Mr. Magness

Mr. Tettemer
Design

Hydraulic
Management Systems
Project Planning
R/W Acguisition
R/W Engineering

Water Conservation {3) {Messrs. Ostrom and Reinhard; W/C Fi}es}””f’

J)\l
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DEPARTMENT OF T MY
L08 ANGELES DISTRICT . CORPS OF ENGINEERS
. 0. BOX 2711
105 ANGELES, CALIFORNIA SOOSS

N Aruo__/ ’
SPLRE-MM-(F) .16 August 1977

Mr. A, E. Bruington, Chief Engineer

Ios Angeles County Flood Control District
r. 0. Box 2418. Terminal Annex

los Angeles, Californfia 90051

Dear Mr, Bruington:

Reference is made to your letter, dated 2 June 1977, regarding the los Anppeles
County Flood Control District proposal to enlarge the conservation pool to
2,500 acre-feet at Whittier Narrows Flood Control Basin.

Pursuant to authority vested by the Secretary of the Army, approval by our
Engineering Evaluation and Maintenance Section and the enlargement of the
consexvation pool being in the public finterest, right of entry is hereby
granted to the los Angeles Uounty Flood Control District to construct levees
to enlarge the storage capacity of the conservation pool to 2,500 acre-feet
as described in above-referenced letter and drawings submitted by the County
showing in detail proposed levees, said letter and drawings being on file at

the Los Angeles District Corps of Engineers, 300 North los Angeles Street,
los Angeles, California.

This right of entry is grauted subject to the following conditions:

&. That the grantee shall furﬁish-a legal description and draving delin~
eating the area that encroaches beyond the 225.08 acres granted to the County
under Easement No. DA-04~353-CIVENG-62-152 to the Chief, Real Estate Division,

U, 8. Army Corps of Engineers, los Angeles Distrietr, P. 0, Box 2711, los
Angeles, Californmia 90053.

_ b. That the grantee shall execute an amendment to Easement No. DA-Oh4-

353-CIVENG=62-152 incorporating the additional ares rFquired.

c. That the above-mentioned construction shall be subject to the general

supervision of the chief of the Engineering Evaluation and Maintepance Section,

 Mr. Robert L. Gray, or his representative; and that prior to the start of
construction Mr. Gray shall be contacted at (213) 283-2759.

d. That any deviation from proposed constretion plans or problems aris-

ing therefrom shall be subject to the approval and/or coordination of seid
tection chief.
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SPLRE-MM~-(F)

16 August 1977
Mr. A. E. Bruington

d. That any deviation from proposed construction plans or problems aris-

ing therefrom shall be subject to the approval nnd/or coordination of said
section chief.

e. That the exercise of the privileges heteby granted shall be without
cost or expense to the United States. .

f. That any property of the lUnited States damaged or destroyed by the
grantee incident to the exercise of the privileges herein granted shall be
promptly repaired or replaced by the grantee to the satisfaction of the United
States; or in lieuv of such repair or replacement the grantee ehall, if so
required by the United States, pay the United States money in an amount suf-
ficient to compensate for the loss sustained by the United States by reason
of damage to or destruction of Government property.

g. That the United States shall not be responsible for damages to property
or injuries to persons which may arise from or be incident to the exercise of
the privileges herein granted, or for damages to the propexty of the grantee,
or for injuries to the person of the grantee, or for damages to the property
or injuries to the person of the grantee's officers, agents, servants, or
employees or others who may be on Govermment premises at thelr invitation or
the invitation of any one of them, arising from govermmental activities on

the szid premises, and the grantee shall hold the United States harmless from
any and all such claims.

h. That it is to be understood that this grant is effective only insofar
as the rights of the United States in the property involved are concerned,
and that the grantee shall obtain such permission as may be necessary on
account of any other existing vighte, if any.

We ask that the duplicate copy of this letter be executed in the space provided
below by your authorized representative and returned to us as soon as possible.

Sincefely yours,

o

Actiug Chief, Real Estate Division

This authorization is accepted this day of 1977

subject to the conditions set forth herein.

L0OS ANGEIES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT

By:

Title:
2

a1
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Whittier Narrows Flood Control Reservelr Qutlet Gate Operation Schedule for '
Rio Hondo Conservation Pool INSTRUCTIONS -

When ressrvoir 1. Communication with Ehe District office, extsting.
Step water surface Gate setting for gates as indfcated Qutlet
: a. Notify the Hydraulic Operations Center when

No, is between Discharge
elevations No, 1*  No. 2 MNo, 3 No, 4 a gate change will be required according to
: the schedule.
; feet Above Feet of Feet of Feet of Feet of Cubic Feet
| Hean Sea Level Opening Opening Opening OUpening Per Second . b. To report gate settings, while operating on
! schedule, give the appiicable step number only,
I 1 184 - 188 2.6 *H() 0 *+( g- 700
P 2 188 < 183 2.3 ] 0 0 650 « 750 ¢. Notify the Hydraulic Operatfons Center if
N - Qg 3 183 - 190 1.8 i} 0 0 650 - 750 unable to set the gates as Instructed,
i ' 4 190 - 191 1.5 D 0 0 650 - 750
5 191 - 192.5 1.4 0 0 0 650 - 750 2. Comunications with the District office, Interrupted.
6 192.5 -« 195.5 1.2 0 0 0 650 - 750
7 -195.5 - 197.5 1.1 0 0 0 650 - 750 8, Follow tha gate operation schedule,
8 197.5 - 199.5 1.0 0 0 ¢ 650 - 750 i .
g 199.6 - 200.5 0.9 O 0 0 650 - 750 3. HNotification to Los Angeles County Flood Control
10 200.5 - 201.6 0.8 0 0 0 650 - 750 bistrict.
1 201.6 - 201.8 1.2 0 H ] 980 - 1,00C
12 201.8 - 202.0 1.2 0.5 0.6 1.2 2,960 - 3,000 8, Notify psrsonnel at the Los Angeles County
13 £02.0 - 202.2 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 4,960 - 5,000 flood Control District spreading grounds
14 202.2 - 202.4 2.2 2.2 2.2 2.2 6,800 - 7,000 _ prior to making each gate change.
15 202.4 - 202.6 . 1.4 (3.8 3.4 9,880 - 10,000 '
16 202.6 - 208.7 19 19 19 19 27,000 - 40,800 4, - During falling stages.
17 Above 208.7 Go to Table B-1, Step 3 :
a. Gate operation schedule followed in reverse
| . to water surface Elevation 202.6. Betwaen
| - Elevations 202.6 and 199.5 the outlet gates
* For conservation of rising water, Gate No, 1 opens automatically at Elevatior 189.0 remain fully open. When the water surface
on rising stages and closes at Elevation 187.0 on falling stages. Automatic operation elevation recedes to 199.5, a conservation
{s shut off when dam tender fs on duty. pool {s developed to Elevation 202.6 and
- ** Gate Nos, 2, 3, and 4 open to 19.0 feet prior to arrival of dam tender. These gates maintained by making outflow equak {nfiow.
closed after dam tender arrives. After the inflow recedes t0.700 cubic fest
per second, the reservpir is drained at that
rate. :

NOTE: Gates are regulated for flood operations above Elevation 202.6.






